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BUNDELKHAND 
(Locations of Place Names) 
CHAPTER - I 
NOMENCLATURE OF BUNDELKHAND 
The region of Bundelkhand derives it's name probably from 
a Rajput clan, the Bundelas who had established sway over the 
major area located between river Yamuna on the north, Jabalpur 
and Saagar divisions of Madhya Pradesh on the south. The river 
Sindh on the west and northwest and the river Tons and Mirzapur 
hills on the east.' Traditionally, Bundelkhand is identified by four 
rivers, the Yamuna on the north, the Narmada on the south, the 
Chambal on the west and the Tons on the east. This is attested by a 
Bundeli couplet:-
5^craTc=r "?ff 17T ^ -^ ^ sf^ •rr""H i i 
It means that in the land bounded by rivers Yamuna, 
Narmada, Chambal and the Tons none had the courage to challenge 
the might of Chhatrasal. 
This does not indicate the actual possession of Chhatrasal 
over the territory but his sphere of influence. The boundary 
fluctuated from time to time under the Bundelas. 
The area identified with Bundelkhand was not shown under 
one Suba during the time of Akbar. The Ain-i-Akbari puts major 
part of the region under the suba Allahabad and some parts such as 
Kalpi, Iraj and Chanderi were shown in the subas of Agra and 
Malwa.^ It means that during the time of Akbar. Bundelkhand had 
not a unified political identity. 
Even at present, Bundelkhand has no territorial identity in 
geographical terms but it has deep cultural roots of unity. The 
territory is stretched into two states. A major portion of 
Bundelkhand forms the part of Madhya Pradesh and some of its 
portion falls under Uttar Pradesh. 
This region obtained the nomenclature Bundelkhand when 
the Bundelas emerged as a political force and established their 
sway over it. Formerly, this territory was known as Jajhoti or 
Jejakabhukti. This is confirmed by inscriptions^ and accounts of 
foreign travellers. It is said that the region acquired the name 
Jajakabhukti after a ruler named Jaijak of the Chandela dynasty 
who was the grandson of Chandravarman, the founder of the 
dynasty. 
Among the foreign travellers the Chinese traveller Yuan 
Chuang, Abu Rihan al-Beruni and Ibn Battuta were prominent who 
appear to have visited the region and mention about it, Yuan 
Chuang who visited the country in 641 A.D. mentioned it by the 
name Chi-chito or Jijhoti/ Al-Beruni calls it Jajhoti^ and Ibn 
Batuta visited Khajuraho, a capital of Jaijabhukti and called it 
Kajarra.^ 
Before the Bundela occupation, the region was under the 
possession of the Chandelas. But their hold over the area 
weakened under Parmal or Parmardideo (1165-1203) who first 
resisted Prathviraj Chauhan in the last quarter of the \2^^ century 
and later to Qutbuddin Aibak in 1203. His successors proved weak 
and Alauddin Khalji occupied their territory in 1309 A.D. Though 
their central power declined in the area but they maintained some 
small fortified areas. Thus the region saw the scattered petty 
chieftaincies. The Gonds were confined to the south and south 
west while Bhars occupied Mahoba with the northern and eastern 
parts. The Khangars held the country round Orchha with their 
capital at Garh Kurar. This situation paved the way for the 
Bundelas. First they appeared in the area sometime in the second 
half of the 13 '^' century when Sohanpal Bundela occupied Garh 
Kurar by defeating the Khangars. 
Garh Kurar remained the seat of power under the successors 
of Sohanpal till 1531, when one of the successors named Rudra 
Pratap founded Orchha and made it his capital. This was the 
political scenario when the Bundelas started their political 
activities in the region. 
Geography and the History of the Region: 
The area of Bundelkhand is very vast and covers about 2 
lakhs square kilometres. At present this region is fragmented into 
two states of India i.e., Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh. 
Sixteen districts are in M.P. namely Datia, Muraina, Gwalior, 
Jabalpur, Vidisha, Raisen, Indore, Satna, Rewa, Panna, Guna, 
Chhatarpur, Sagar, Tikamgarh, Damoh, Narsinghpur and Bhind, 
while seven districts are in U.P. namely, Jhansi, Lalitpur, Banda, 
Mahoba Chitrakoot, Hamirpur and Jalaun. These twenty three 
districts of M.P. and U.P. broadly comprise the Bundelkhand 
region. 
Geographically, the region is not uniform but contains 
varied features. This consists of high mountains, small hills, 
pathar, rivers, extensive forests and various kinds of soils. Major 
part of the region is covered with pathars. It contains the 
mountains range of Satpura, Swarngiri and Hans. 
Bundelkhand is fortunate enough because it contains ten 
rivers namely, Yamuna, Betwa, Ghasan, Ken, Chambal, Bagi, 
Tons, Mahanadi, Narmada and the Mandakini. The river Yamuna 
which flows through the districts of Jalaun, Hamirpur, Banda, 
Kalpi and then turns towards the northwest of Gawalior and Bhind, 
irrigates the northern part of Bundelkhand. Then the river Ken 
falls in the Yamuna near Chillaghat and from here it travels to 
Allahabad where it meets the river Ganga. 
The river Betwa originates in the mountains located near 
Bhopal and covers almost 400 miles. This passes through Malwa 
and Bundelkhand and falls in the Yamuna. Bhopal, Sagar, Gwalior, 
Lalitpur, Jhansi, Orchha, Jalaun and Hamirpur are covered by the 
Betwa river and irrigates these areas. 
The Chambal originates from the Janap mountains near Mau 
Cantt. of Indore. Then it travels through Indore, Gwalior, Muraina 
and Dholpur and falls in the Yamuna 25 miles south - east of 
Etawah. 
The river Tons originates from the mountains near the 
estate of Mehar. The river Narmada runs from the hills of the 
Amarkantak and reaches Jabalpur through Mandla. Damoh and 
Sagar on the northern Ghat and Narsinghpur and Hoshangabad are 
located on the southern ghat of the rivers. Besides these, other 
rivers too play very important role in different parts of 
Bundelkhand. 
Four kinds of soil are found in the region namely Mar, 
Kawar, padwa and Rakar. Mar is black in colour and contains 
moisture therefore suitable for wheat cultivation. The Kawar is 
hard and black in colour therefore requires more water and 
suitable for the gram and juwar cultivation. Padwa contains yellow 
mixed with white colour also requires more water. Wheat, juwar, 
bajra, sugarcane, soyabean and masur are raised in abundance in 
this soil. The Rakar soil contains more kankar. Therefore it 
becomes very hard and is generally not fit for cultivation. This 
land containing this kind of soil is found near rivers. 
The majority of the people depend on agriculture. Besides 
some people are engaged in stone quarries, textile, dyeing and 
making of lime mortar. 
The language spoken in Bundelkhand region is 
Bundelkhandi which is quite similar to Hindustani. 
History: 
The region has its own history. The ancient nomenclature of 
the region was, 'Dasarn'^ but in the Vedic period this region came 
to be known as ' Asar Puneet'*. It changed its name in the Puranic 
period and was known as "Chedi". It came to be known as 
"Jujhoti" or "Jaijak mukti" during the Chandela rule. This is also 
attested by Madanpur inscription of 1182 A.D. which is as 
follows: 
spiff <lvjHri| " ^ " ^ ^ iSfr "?f t^?^T ^ ^ T I 
^v^i^Rb -^^ ft^ " ^ f ^ Tr%^ ^f^^n I I 
Besides this, the Chinese traveller Huien Tsang travelled 
through this region in 606-46 and calls it as 'Chinwato' which 
possibly is the corruption of Jujhati.'" Another information is 
offered by Alberuni. He came to India in 1000-1026 at the time of 
the invasion of Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni" Ibn Batuta was in 
India in 1333 and he calls the capital city Khajuraho as Kajran.'^ 
It is said that the name Jejikmukti was given after a 
Chandela ruler named Jaishakti or Jaijak. The area remained under 
the possession of Chandelas from 850 to 1202. During the time of 
Parmardi or Parmal (1166-1202), the process of disintegration of 
the Chandela kingdom was started. Parmal faced the onslaught of 
Prithviraj Chauhan and Qutbuddin Aibak. These invasions 
accelerated the process of decline. His successors could not face 
the invasions of the Delhi Sultanate. Ultimately the rule of the 
Chandelas came to an end in 1309 when Allauddin Khalji attacked 
the territory of the Chandelas. After this invasion they were 
marginalized and remained there as the petty chieftains.'^ 
Between the Chandelas and the emergence of the Bundelas, 
the region witnessed the change in the status of the rulers. Now the 
rulers were reduced to the position of mere chieftains, the south 
and the south - west area of the region went under the control of 
the Gonds. 
The area located near Mahoba and the North - eastern parts 
went into the hands of the Bhars. The adjoining areas of Jhansi 
came to be known as Bundelkhand.'^ (For nomenclature see, 
Appendix-1) 
After his demise, Madhukar Shah (1554 - 92) ascended on 
the throne and led successfully military campaigns against Gwalior 
and Sironj. The bold step of capturing these areas by him annoyed 
Mughal emperor Akbar. To punish Raja Madhukar Shah Mughal 
army was despatched against him and ultimately the Bundela ruler 
submitted and accepted Mughal suzerainty.^^ After him the 
command of the Bundela territory went into the hands of Ramshah 
but the Mughal emperor Jahangir gave the state of Orchha to his 
follower Vir Singh Dev. Ramshah was assigned Chanderi and 
Banpur in Jagir. Vir Singh was rewarded for killing Abul Fazl by 
Jahangir.^^ Later on, he expanded and strengthened his territory. 
After the consolidation of his position, he constructed forts, 
fortresses, wells and tanks etc. The fort of Jhansi was constructed 
by him in 1613. After his death, Jujhar Singh took the reins of 
Orchha in his hands. His relations with the Mughal emperor Shah 
Jahan was not cordial and he left Agra. The emperor despatched 
against him Mughal army under the command of Mahabat Khan, 
Khan-i Jahan Lodi and Abdullah Khan. Jujhar Singh was defeated 
and accepted the Mughal service and thereafter he accompanied 
10 
the Mughal army to Deccan. He remained there till June 1635, and 
thereafter comeback to his state'^ and occupied Chauragarh of 
Raja Bhim Narayan.'^ His military action again annoyed Shah 
Jahan. The Mughal emperor demanded the booty which he had 
looted from the Gonds. After his negative response, the Mughal 
army was despatched against him under the command of Khan-i 
Dauran, Firoz Jang and Khan-i Jahan. Initially he faced the 
Mughal onslaught but left his territory and took shelter in the 
jungles of Devgarh where he alongwith his son Chanda was killed 
by the Gaurs. 
The murder of Jujhar Singh annoyed the Bundelas and they 
decided to continue this struggle against the Mughals under the 
command of Champat Rai. Later on, he joined Aurangzeb because 
of his annoyance with Dara Shukoh but after some time he left 
Mughal camp and returned to his state. Moreover, he started 
looting while on the route going towards Malwa. This annoyed 
Aurangzeb but he could not do anything because of his 
engagement in the campaign against Dara Shukoh and Shuja 
during the war of succession. 
11 
After his accession on the throne, Aurangzeb used Devi 
Singh Bundela of Chanderi against Champat Rai and ultimately he 
committed suicide in 1665.^' 
Chhatrasal succeeded his father Champat Rai. Fully 
understanding the political condition of his state, he decided to 
join the Mughal service. In 1665, he joined the military compaign 
led by Mirza Raja Jai Singh against Shivaji. He demonstrated his 
courage in war at Purandar. But he was greatly influenced by the 
struggle of Shivaji. Therefore he left the Mughal camp and met the 
Maratha ruler. Shivaji gave him advice to take up the leadership of 
Bundelkhand against the Mughals. Then he returned to 
Bundelkhand and started struggle against Aurangzeb, Bahadur 
Shah, Jahandar Shah, Farrukh Siyar and Muhammad Shah. Later 
Mughal rulers had to accept his claim over Bundelkhand. After 
some time, he also occupied Erach and Kalpi, Later on Mughal 
subedar of Allahabad inflicted defeat on Chhatrasal. After his 
death in 1731, the political condition of Bundelkhand remained 
unstable. 
The penetration of the Marathas into Bundelkhand was 
started after the death of Chhatrasal. They wanted, possession over 
12 
Jhansi because of its strategic importance. The Marathas under the 
leadership Peshwa Balaji Baji Rao got Jhansi in jagir in 1742 from 
the ruler of Orchha. But it again came under the control of 
Prithiviraj who took over by force from Malhar Krishna. Later on, 
he again gave it to the Marathas. Now it became main military 
cantonment of the Marathas. 
The charge of Jhansi was given to Peshwa Balaji Baji Rao 
and Raghunath Rao. Later on, the latter was indisposed. Then he 
handed over the subedari to his brother Shivrau Bhau. The British 
relation with Raghunath Rao were started in his period. 
Entry of the British in Bundelkhand: 
The treaty of Bassein in 1802 opened the gates of 
Bundelkhand for the British. According to the treaty Baji Rao II 
ceded to the English, the territory of Orpad in Gujarat and 
Sawanur in Karnatak worth Rs.26 lakhs to meet the expenses of 
the British army. But the English found this proposal unsuitable. 
Therefore they wanted territory in Bundelkhand yielding an 
income of Rs. 36 lakhs. Ultimately Baji Rao II gave them territory 
of Shamsher Bahadur. Thus on the basis of the supplementary 
treaty Bajirao handed over the territories belonged to the Shamsher 
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Bahadur. The British thus got legal sanction to conquer the other 
territories in Bundelkhand.^'* Similarly the British got Banda in 
December 1803 under the treaty of Poona. They also occupied 
Kalinjar. 
The death of Raja Gangadharoo without a successor 
encouraged the British to occupy Jhansi. The aim of the British 
was to collect maximum money from Bundelkhand. 
The British government appointed Capt. J. Bailley to act in 
the capacity of the Political Agent to the Commander-in-Chief 
Lake. Then under the command of Col. Powell a campaign was 
carried out against Kalpi on 4"* December 1803 and ultimately he 
succeeded in capturing the fort and the British garrison was 
stationed there. The victory over Kalpi was followed by the 
surrender of several other strong forts as well as submission of 
several other zamindars possessing the territory between the 
Betwa river and the district of Bhind to the north of the Sind river. 
Capt. Bailley also concluded a treaty with Shivrau Bhau 
Newalkar the subedar of Jhansi on 6 February 1804. Thus he won 
over the subedar of Jhansi to his side against the alliance of 
Shinde, Holkar and the Marathas.^" 
14 
The British Government gradually occupied entire 
Bundelkhand. They declared their policy in these words: "It is not 
the intention of the British Government to attack or molest the 
property or possession of any of the ancient Rajas of this country, 
so long as they shall profess and practice implicit obedience and 
submission to the British government in good faith."^^ Many Rajas 
of Bundelkhand surrendered to the English after the submission of 
Shivrau Bhau Newalkar and Shamsher Bahadur. Raja Bija Bahadur 
of jCharkhari was the first Bundela chief, who surrendered to the 
British. Then Datia came under their supremacy. The surrender of 
territory yielding an annual income of Rs. 36,16,000 by the 
Peshwa Baji Rao II completed the British occupation over 
Bundelkhand. This shows that the Maratha authority over 
Bundelkhand almost came to on end. Thus the entire territory came 
under the control of the British.^^ 
References: 
1. Bhagwan Das Gupta, Life and Times of Maharaja 
Chhatrasal Bundela, New Delhi, 1980, p.l . 
2. Abul-Fazl, Ain-i-Akbari, II, (English translation by J.N. 
Sarkar), Calcutta, pp.177, 195, 198-199, 210-14. 
15 
3. An inscription of V.S. 1239/ A.D. 1182 mentions the name 
in a couplet which runs as follows: sr^ nrfr <M i^J ^"^^^ sft 
4. Yuan Chuang, tr. Watters, II, p.251. 
5. Abu Rihan al-Beruni, tr. Sachau, I, p.202; Elliot and 
Dowson, I, pp.57-58, 383-84. 
6. Ibn Batuta; tr. H.A.R. Gibbs, 
7. Moti Lai Tripathi, Bundelkhand Ka Itihas, p.6. 
8. Ibid., p.5. 
9. Archaeological Survey of India, p.98, Part-21, pp.173-174. 
10. Yuan Chuang, Travels in India, Part - 2, p.257. 
11. Alberuni 's India, part - I, p. 202. 
12. Ibn Batuta travels (English translation), p. 226; Rehla tr. 
Agha Mehdi Husain, pp.18, 115 and 197. 
13. H.S. Rose, History of the Chandelas of Jejak mukti, pp.18, 
115 and 197. 
16 
14. Journal of Asiatic Society of Bengal, I, 1881, pp. 22-24; 
C.E. Luard, Capt. C.E., Orchha Gazetteer, pp.11, 12. 
15. Bhagwan Das Gupta, Maharaja Chhatrasal Bundela, pp. 
19-20; C.E. Luard, Orchha Gazetteer, p.7; William Irwin, 
Later Mughals, II, p.218. 
16. Abu! Fazl, Akbarnama III, (tr. Beveridge), pp.294-95, 324-
26, 379, 803, 923-24. 
17. Beni Prasad, History of Jahangir, pp.50 - 55. 
18. Bhagwan Das Gupta, Maharaja Chhatrasal Bundela, pp.20-
21; Jadunath Sarkar, History of Aurangzeb, p. 16; Irwin, op. 
cit., II, p.220. 
19. Chauragarh is in the district of Narsinghpur. 
20. Bhagwan Das Gupta, Maharaja Chhatrasal Bundela. pp.21-22; 
Jadunath Sarkar, History of Aurangzeb, I, p. 18-31. 
21. Bhagwan Das Gupta, Maharaja Chhatrsal Bundela, p p . l l -
27, 29; Lai Kavi, Chhatra Prakash, pp.62, 65; Jadunath 
Sarkar, History of Aurangzeb, III, pp.29-30. 
22. G.S. Sardesai, Jhansi ki Rani Laxmi Bai, II, p.230. 
17 
23. B.R. Andhare, Bundelkhand Under the Marathas, Nagpur, 
1984, pp.139-40. 
24. Ibid, pp. 140-41. 
25. Aitchison, C.U., A Collection of Treaties Engagements and 
Sanads Relating to India and Neighbouring Countries, V, 
p.126, 127 - 131. 
26. Ibid., pp.142-143. 
18 
CHAPTER - II 
EXPANSION AND TH£ CONSOLIDATION 
OF THE BRITISH POWER 
Condition of Bundellchand After 1804: 
Ameer Khan was creating disturbances in the region. He came 
to Tikamgarh in 1803. An English Agent reached Arch and Shivrao 
Hari, the subedar of Jhansi came to help the English . He 
dispatched Gosain soldiers against Ameer Khan. As soon as this 
news reached to Ameer Khan he ran away towards Malthaun.' The 
Jhansi subedar got the sympathy of the British by providing help 
against the Pindaris. This prepared ground for the agreement of 
1804 between him and the British. The Jhansi subedar was also 
influenced by the treaty between the Peshwa and the British 
because he was the appointee of the Peshwa in Jhansi. After the 
treaty of the Bassein, Shivrao Hari wrote a letter to the Political 
Agent of Bundelkhand Lord Lake expressing his loyalty to the 
British Government. He made seven points in his appeal which 
were accepted by the Commander. This application was made on 18 
Nov., 1803 whose points were as follows:^ 
1. The post and honour which was under the Peshwa should be 
retained by the British Government. 
2. The areas and forts of the Peshwa which were under my 
possession should remain under my control and the amount 
which I used to pay to the Peshwa would now be deposited in 
British treaty. 
3. I will assist the British to win the areas of Daulat Rao Sindhia 
and Holkar which are adjacent to my territory. Therefore the 
British Government should station one or two battalions in 
Jhansi. 
4. My territory and forts belonged to the British. If the 
government wants to take them then I will obey them but now 
there is an agreement between the Peshwa and the British 
therefore I would prefer to remain his feudal vassal. 
5. If in future, the Peshwa surrenders his territory to the British 
government then I should be given money to maintain my 
military contingent and the property permanently for myself 
and my family. 
6. The neighbouring states Datia and Chanderi are ready to join 
the British government and army. Therefore their possession 
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over their territory should be recognized and they would 
deposit the tribute in the British treasury. 
7. The treaty with me is made in mediation of Raja Himmat 
Bahadur. 
Shivrau Bhau remained loyal to the British but his relations 
with the Peshwa and especially with Daulat Rao Sindhia were 
strained because of numerous reasons. Consequently, his intimacy 
with the British was increased. The cause of tension between him 
and the Peshwa appears to have been the non-payment of the tribute 
and the details of income and expenditure of the state.^ Besides 
this, Shivrao Bhau wanted his grandson Ramchandra to be 
nominated as his successor by the Peshwa Baji Rao II. But seeing 
the Peshwa's response not favourable, Shivrao Bhau was trying to 
win the favour of the Governor General in his proposal. After 
getting his consent he wanted to sign a separate treaty.'* In fact, the 
Governor-General did not want to recognize Ramchandra as the 
successor of Shivrao Bhau because the subedari of Bundelkhand 
was still in the possession of the Peshwa and he was authorized to 
appoint the subedar of the region. Therefore, Bauchaup, the Agent 
of Bundelkhand, advised Shivrao Bhau to appease the Peshwa to get 
recognition of Ramchandra as his successor.^ But Shivrao Bhau was 
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in a hurry because of his failing health, therefore, he wanted to get 
the issue of the successor settled as early as possible.^ 
But the differences between the Peshwa and Shivrao could not 
be solved but intensified because of military campaign of the 
commander of the Sindhia. He reached Chanderi in 1812 
devastating the territory of Shivrao Bhau.^ He complained against 
the Sindhia but the commander left his territory and returned to 
Gwalior. Similar kind of military interferences of the army of 
Sindhia in the territory of Shivrao Bhau made him suspicious. 
The relations of Shivrao Bhau with the Bundela states 
especially that of Orchha and Datia were quite cordial than his 
predecessor rulers of the state.^ The reason behind this was that all 
the Bundela states had treaties with the British. For example, Raja 
Parikshit of Datia had made treaty on 15 March, 1804 and Raja 
Vikramjit Singh of Orchha concluded treaty on 30 December, 
1812.' These treaties made friends to Bundelkhand, Datiya and 
Orchha because of their relations with the British. Therefore, the 
position of Bundelkhand remained stable. 
The problem of the successor of Shivrao Bhau remained 
unsettled in his last days. He thought that if this issue is settled by 
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the British then there would be no need to remain under pressure of 
Sindhia and the Peshwa.'^ 
Shivrao Bhau thought that there was a strong possibility that 
after his death they would therefore in the affairs of the suba during 
the time of week successor and the subedar would not be from his 
family. Therefore, Bhau made efforts to get recognition of his 
successor under the protection of the British. 
He repeatedly made requests to the Governor-General 
regarding his successor." He emotionally asked the Governor-
General to settle the issue of his successor so he may pass the last 
days of his life in peace in Banaras.'^ But the Governor-General 
had hesitation in recognizing Ram Chandra as hereditary successor 
of Bhau because the suba of Bundelkhand was under the Peshwa. 
Therefore, it was his legal right to appoint the subedar of the 
province. So the Governor - General tried to persuade Bhau to get 
sanction first from the Peshwa."'^  In fact, Peshwa was not ready to 
accept the request of Bhau unless he submits the account of 
previous years. '^* 
Under these uncertain conditions Bhau went to Bithur and 
there he died on 9"" December, 1814. In this situation the British 
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government instructed Gopalrao Bhau, the patron of Jhansi and 
Nana Bhau, the patron of Ramchandra Rao to keep peace and 
manage the administration of Jhansi.'^ 
Under these circumstances the control of Peshwa over 
Bundelkhand came to end and thus the state came under the 
possession of the British government. Therefore, the government 
recognized Ramchandra Rao as the subedar of the province and 
made a treaty with him in 1817.'^ 
After this treaty, Ramchandra remained loyal to the British 
government and extended financial and military help to the British. 
His army went to Kalpi to fight against Nama Pandit, the rebel 
leader and rescued the area. His action was appreciated by the 
government.'^ Lord Bentick was greatly influenced by friendly 
gestures of hospitality extended to him by Ramchandra when he 
stayed at Jhansi on the way to Sagar. Bentick gave him the title of 
Maharajadhiraj and awarded the nakkara and chanwar}^ 
In the early years of his reign Ramchandra Rao faced many 
problems. The Bundela rulers rose in rebellion against Jhansi taking 
advantage of the unstable conditions there. The states of Astmaiya 
and Kakarwai not only stopped giving peshkash but occupied some 
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villages of Jhansi. They were getting support from the ruler of 
Orchha. He was annoyed because the major parts of his territory 
were occupied by the Marathas and added to Jhansi. So the ruler of 
Orchha, Raja Dharampal Singh (1817-34) was in search of 
opportunity which he got at this point of time.'^ But the patron of 
Jhansi Gopalrao Bhau was able and strong-willed person which was 
reflected in his military action against the jagirdars of Astmaiya 
and Kakarwai. On his successful military campaign, the Raja of 
Orchha and the above jagirdars were compelled to take this issue 
before the British Agent of Bundelkhand. Besides this, according to 
a treaty, the rulers of Jhansi and Orchha were bound to take up the 
dispute between them before the British government for 
arbitration.^° 
The opinion of the British were in favour of Jhansi. The 
government said that the behaviour of jagirdars was not proper. 
Therefore, the Governor-General ordered in July 1821 that four 
villages should remain with the jagirdars of kakarbai on the 
condition that remaining 30 villages should be handed over back to 
Jhansi and they would accept its subordination. In addition to this, 
the fort of Kakarbai should remain in the hands of one of 
jagirdars?^ Thus the relations of Jhansi with the Bundela states of 
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Datia and Orchha always remained strained during the time of 
Ramachandra Rao. They pretended that there relations are cordial 
but the jagirdars of Jhansi instigated their Bundela and Panwar 
relatives against the Raja of Jhansi. The condition of Jhansi was 
disturbed in 1834. In these disturbances the hand of the ruler of 
Orchha was quite clear which was also noticed by the Governor-
General. He wrote in his report that the situation in Jhansi would 
remain unaltered unless the jagirdars of Jhansi are not suppressed. 
The ruler of Jhansi could not suppress them as long as the rulers of 
Datia and Tehri would not stop instigating their Panwar relations. 
These jagirdars of Panwar and Bundela clans had spoiled Jhansi by 
looting and devastating its villages. The local British Agent was of 
the opinion that without the British intervention Jhansi could not be 
saved from devastation.^^ 
The above disturbing conditions were reported by the rulers of 
Jhansi and Gwalior to the Resident Kavendis, then an enquiry was 
constituted on the borders of Jhansi under the European officers.^^ 
Before this the Governor-General instructed the Political Agent of 
Bundelkhand to go personally to Jhansi to enquire the conditions 
there.'' 
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The political and civil conditions of Jhansi remained 
disturbed because of these revolts during the regime of Ramchandra 
Rao. The income of the state reduced from 18 lakhs to 12 lakhs. 
The rebellion of the jagirdars made the conditions of villages more 
miserable. Ramchandra had ascended on the throne of Jhansi at the 
age of 7 and died at the age of 28. Till the age of 25, he had 
remained under the tutelage of his mother and it was only in the last 
three years of his tenure he took over the reins in his hands. Thus 
the major part of his tenure remained under the control of his 
mother. Even after the death of Ramchandra Rao, her lust for power 
did not came down but to maintain her control over the 
administration she even became enemy of Ramchandra Rao. 
Even the ruler himself knew that she was hatching conspiracy 
against him to give the throne of Jhansi to daughter's son. 
Therefore it was the talk of the town that Ramchandra was given 
slow poison and the result was his death on 20 August 1835.^^ This 
is also confirmed by the report of Sleeman which he sent to the 
British Government. He wrote that Sakhu Bai the mother of 
Ramchandra, wanted to kill her son because she had enjoyed the 
power till 1831. Therefore, she wanted to retain the reins of Jhansi 
in her hands. The wife of Ramchandra Rao was also of the same 
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view that her mother-in-law was involved in the killing of her son 
and she died after some time of her husbands death. 
The above discruption demonstrates that the state of Jhansi 
was becoming strong because of its relations with the British while 
on the other hand it was weakening due to unholy treaties between 
Datia and Orchha and the palace compiracies hatched by Sakhu Bai, 
the mother of Ramchandra Rao. The signs of disintegration were 
becoming visible. Thus the Maratha state of Jhansi was heading 
towards disintegration. In these disturbing conditions, the policy of 
Doctrine of Lapse of Dalhousie accelerated the process of its 
downfall. 
Consequences of the Doctrine of Lapse : 
The death of Ramchandra Rao created dispute among the 
claimants for the gaddi of Jhansi. In the family of Ramchandra Rao, 
his two uncles Raghunath Rao and Gangadharrao were present. On 
the other hand, mother of Ramchandra Rao, Sakhu Bai raised her 
daughter's ten years old son Krishna Rao as the claimant of throne. 
She declared him as Ramchandra Rao's successor through a 
conspiracy. All the last rituals of Ramchandra Rao were performed 
by him. Besides this, widow of Ramchandra Rao also tried to 
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project another claimant. She wanted to adopt a son in the name of 
her husband. For this she desired to adopt Sadashiv's son Nana 
Bhau Gangadhar of Niwaklkar family.^^ 
Thus there were four claimants but the Briitsh government 
recognized Raghunathrao as the successor of Ramchandra Rao. 
His brother Gangadhar Rao abandoned his claim in favour of his 
elder brother. 
But the conditions of Jhansi under Raghunathrao deteriorated 
because of his bad habits. Besides this, he was suffering from 
leprosy. Therefore, the people of Jhansi were also against his 
accession. Gradually, the state immersed in huge debts. Not only 
this, he mortgaged many villages of Jhansi with Lalubaxi of Jhansi 
and the mahajans of Gwalior and Orchha.^° The income of the state 
reduced from 18 lakhs to 3 lakhs.^' 
The process of deterioration continued in the three years rule 
of Raghunath Rao and ultimately it came to an end with the death of 
Raghunath Rao on 27 April, 1838.^^ After his death, the problem of 
succession again arose because he died without heir. Sakhu Bai and 
Gangadhar Rao were still pursuing their case. The claim of Sakhu 
Bai had some force because she had possession over the fort. But 
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the government had ultimately recognized Gangadharrao as the 
successor of Raghunath Rao. In the meantime for a very short 
period Jhansi was brought under direct British control. During 
British rule the economic condition of Jhansi was improved then on 
January 1843, Gangadharrao was legally given the right over the 
throne of Jhansi." 
TREATIES AND AGREEMENTS MADE BY THE BRITISH 
WITH NUMEROUS STATES 
The Treaty of Bassein on 31'* December, 1802 : 
During the time of the governor generalship of Lord 
Wellesley the treaty of Bassein was concluded with Baji Rao II. 
Thus the Maratha confederation became the part of subsidiary 
alliance system by the signing this treaty on 31 Dec, 1802. By this 
treaty the British Government got the territories worth 
Rs.3616000/-.^'* 
This treaty created havoc in Maharashtra. The second Anglo-
Maratha war in August 1803 was the result of this treaty. By the 
end of December, 1803 numerous places came under the control of 
the British. An agreement between Bhonsle and the English was 
signed on 17 December 1803, known as Deogaon treaty. Total areas 
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of Cuttack came under the control of the British. Similarly, 
Sindhiya made an alliance with the British on 30 December 1803 
which was known as the Surji Arjangaon. By this treaty Sindhia got 
areas of the Ganga -Yamuna doab, the areas of Delhi and Agra, 
Bharuch of Gujarat and the fort of Ahmadnagar and Ajanta came 
under his possession. Gaekwad had already made an agreement with 
the British before the Peshwa on 29"" July 1802. This way the 
Maratha confederacy came to an end and the Maratha empire 
headed towards final disintegration. 
Treaty between Shivrao Bhau on 6 February 1804 : 
As told earlier the agreement between Bhau and the British 
was signed on 6 February 1804. The application prepared by Ejul 
Khan to submit to the British became the basis of this treaty. A 
copy of the agreement was given to Bhau and another to Capt. John 
Bell. This treaty will be confirmed after the signing of the chief 
Commander Lake or Governor-General in Council.^^ 
Treaty between Ramehandra Rao and the British in 1817: 
The British Government made an agreement with Bhau the 
subedar of Jhansi when he was subordinate feudal under the 
Peshwa. Now the relations of the British and the Peshwa were 
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strained after the treaty of 13 June, 1817. So now the British 
government recognized Ramchandra Rao as the successor of the 
deceased subedar, Shivirao Bhau. The government accepted all the 
requests made by Bhau during his life time to recognize 
Ramchandra Rao as the hereditary successor of his grandfather. The 
treaty was signed between Ramchandra Rao and the British in 1817. 
Through this treaty, the treaty signed between Bhau and the British 
on 6 February 1804 was confirmed and Jhansi secured guarantee of 
protection from neighbouring states from the British. In return, 
Ramchandra Rao provided military help to the British in case of the 
need. The military of Jhansi would remain under the command of 
the British Commander. Ramchandra Rao would not allow the use 
of his territory by the enemies of the British. In case of emergency 
the British army would be stationed in his territory and Ramchandra 
Rao to gave his consent to this effect. He would not be allowed to 
make correspondence with any other state. He would not give 
shelter to the rebels against the British. This treaty was signed 
between them on 17 November 1817.^ ^ 
Treaty of Gangadhar with the English in 1842: 
This treaty was signed on 27 December 1842. The provisions 
of the treaty were as follows: 
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1. As early as possible before or after 1843, Jhansi would be 
handed over to Gangadhar Rao. Following regions would be 
taken out then Jhansi would be given following areas Damuwa 
and Talgaon. Mukhri Erach, Sirsa Gudausa, Punchh-
Pahargaon, Bamunera, Bugera, Garotha. Those areas were 
given to the British army for half of the expenses of 
Bundelkhand region. The income of these areas in Jhansi 
rupees was Rs.255891 in 1842 or in value of Company was 
Rs.227458. 
2. The arrangement with the zamindars of Jhansi was for five 
years in which three years have still remained. The Raja of 
Jhansi would fulfill these agreements under this system and 
all the disputes in the subject would be presented before the 
Governor-General or any officer appointed by the 
Government for this purpose. 
3. The prisoners who are in the Jhansi Jail would not be released 
before the permission of the Governor General of 
Bundelkhand. 
4. The prisoners and the debtors of Jhansi whose claims have 
been settled by our officers sitting with the Raja, the payment 
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of those would be made in instalments in time. Land and 
grants from the treasury or grants for services would be given 
on the condition that they would perform service for which 
they were given grants. The decision in their cases would be 
taken by the Raja. But the Raja would make payments of all 
claims of the debts and pensions which were not decided yet 
by our officers and the English government would not 
interfere. 
5. The Raja would pay the debt in annual installments of 
Rs.50,000/- the installment would not be reduced. 
6. The Bundelkhand force (legion) would be kept in the districts 
of Jalaun and Jhansi in the same strength but the distribution 
of army would be decided either by the commander or the 
representative of the government. If the Raja would need help 
of this army then the commander would provide assistance 
without the permission of the government. But some time he 
does found proper to give help in that case he would inform 
the representative of the government about the circumstances 
in which the help was sought. He would also report the 
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reasons for not providing help and hold till the order is not 
obtained. 
7. The Raja would provide the area selected by the Government 
for the cantonment but the commander of the army would not 
interfere in the civil administration of Jhansi and would not 
allow the soldiers to harass local people . The provisions 
needed for the military from the neighbouring areas of Jhansi, 
then its officers would get for them and the payment would be 
made immediately at the prevailing prices. 
The provisions of the previous treaties signed between the 
Raja of Jhansi and the British would remain in operation. 
Gangadhar Rao, the Raja of Jhansi, put his signature with his seal 
on this treaty on 27 December, 1842. W.H. Sleeman signed on 
behalf of the British Government and its was confirmed by the 
Governor - General Lord Ellenborough (1842-44) on 20 January 
1842 (See terms and conditions of these treaties in Appendix - 2). 
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CHAPTER 
BACKGROUND OF THE REVOLT OF 1 8 5 7 
Socio-Economic Background of the Revolt of 1857: 
During the 1857 revolt there were 12^ *^  battalion of Bengal 
infantry, 14^** temporary cavalry and artillery in Jhansi. Captain 
Dunlup was the chief army officer of the 12"* battalion and 
Campbell was the chief officer of the 14"* cavalry. Just outside the 
boundary of Jhansi city, the British Cant area started. In its east and 
west there were hills and in the south there were residential quarters 
of the British officers. It was here, that a star shaped small fort was 
famous as Star Fort. It was in this Star Fort that British treasury and 
artillery was situated.' 
Like other parts of India, the news that fat of cow and pig 
was being used in the cartridges also got round in Jhansi. Deputy 
Commissioner Lieutenant of Jhansi got the information that 
discussions were going on between a servant of the queen and the 
soldiers and he was invoking them for revolt. Possibly, it was 
Lakhman Rao, who was Diwan of Rani and British government had 
announced later on a sum of Rs. 1,000 to capture him.^ 
Some Bholanath was also doing the same job. Head Clerk 
Scott of the Deputy Commissioner office had also got the news 
from his sources and it also confirmed the suspion of revolt in 
Jhansi. He also suspected that there was something going on 
between the Rani and the soldiers.'* 
But on the other side superintendent of Jhansi (political 
officer) Skeen had full faith in Rani and the Indian soldiers. Taking 
benefit of this faith of Skeen, the Rani got the permission to keep a 
small battalion for herself.^ At the same time she also got the 
cannons digged out which had been kept there after the death of her 
husband Gangadhar.^ But even now Skeen did not doubt Rani at all, 
which is evident from his letter written to Lt. Governor of Agra Mr. 
Calvin on 18"" May. Skeen had assured Calvin in this letter that 
there was no fear of any revolt near Jhansi. 
I don't think there is any reason to be suspicions in this 
neighbouring area. I am happy to inform that the soldiers here are 
confident and they express great hatred for what has happened in 
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Meerut and Delhi.^ The rulers of Panna and Charkhari were 
devotees of the British, while the kings of Orchha, Chhatarpur and 
Ajaygarh were still minors. And the Chief of Samthar was captured 
in the fort of Unnao as he was mad.^ 
By the end of May Sadar Amin of Jhansi T. Andrews and 
Deputy Collector R. Andrews were sure of the revolt. So these 
Andrews brothers went to the Deputy Superintendent Gorden and 
requested him to ensure security of the fort and magazine as early 
as possible. But Gorden did not accept this request because he 
thought it might create a felling of disbelief among the soldiers, 
which could have dangerous results. So, nothing was done 
immediately.' In short, the chief British officers of Jhansi did not 
suspect any revolt by the soldiers till 20"^  May. This fact is proved 
by the letter written in 30'^ May by Skeen to Calwin. Skeen had 
informed in this letter that there is peace all around here. Soldiers 
are confident, but clearly there is great tension among the noted 
people and the Thakurs, who are never sympathetic towards any 
government. It is said that they have started talking to do 
something. I am fully confident that everything will be stable here 
after getting the news of our success.'° 
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Destruction of Small Scale Industries : 
On the one hand the peasants were being ruined and on the 
other the condition of the businessmen and manufacturers of 
Bundelkhand were also not good. The reason was clear, the British 
officers were not interested in the development of Bundelkhand and 
they wanted to keep this area backward. 
Aitkinson has written that a total of 6222 people are engaged 
in commercial jobs. There are some people who are doing export-
import and debit-credit.'' Lalitpur had the same condition.'^ There 
were some Jain businessmen who were doing business in gram 
igalla), tobacco and moneylanding.'^ The data show that the trade 
of grain, dhan tilhan, cotton cloth and ghee could not inspire other 
people of the district. Goods worth 4,49,862 man were exported 
from Jhansi to other districts. 
Mauranipuri had developed as the center of the trade in this 
area some 100 years before the establishment of the British rule in 
Bundelkhand. Jenkinson has given information about this-
Mauranipur was a small village initially, where people were 
primarily farmers. During the period of Raghunath Rao of Jhansi 
some businessmen who fled away from Chhatarpur got settled in 
Mauranipur. Raghunath Rao protected them. So these businessmen 
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started opening their units in this area.''* Since then, this place 
started developing as a commercial center. 
This area had achieved fame for its barua industry even 
before the English rule. Barua cloth was coloured of a special 
colour which was extracted by boiling roots of a tree called Aal. 
This was the reason that the farming of Aal had become very 
famous in the districts of Bundelkhand. This industry had 
developed so much that according to Denial in 1863 the growth of 
the export of this cloth grew at the rate of Rs.6,80,000 per year. The 
traders of Mauranipur used to sell their product in far flung areas of 
India. Cities like Amrawati, Mirzapur, Nagpur, Indore, 
Farukhhabad, Hathras, Kalpi, Kanpur were their centers of 
business.'^ 
There was no promotion to this industry from the 
government. Even after the introduction of foreign colours no 
patronage was given to the industry of Mauranipur. Instead, the 
negative policy of the government played an important role in its 
downfall.'^ 
There were some other cottage industries other than barua 
industry in Bundelkhand which died during the British period. 
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Captain James Frenklin had mentioned about the good quality 
carpet in 1825.'^ Col. Sleeman had also praised the woollen carpet 
of this region in 1844.'^ But in the coming days this industry 
declined because of the negative trade policy and lack of patronage. 
Other than this there was the work of weaving of blankets 
{kambals) in the near by villages in Talbehat pargana of Jhansi 
district.^° Many artistic things were made of brass and iron in 
Madora.^' In Lalitpur American missionaries had started making 
masak from flesh of pigs. In the neighbouring villages of Erach. 
Muslims used to make artistic cloth (Chunari)P 
There were such cottage industries in Banda district which if 
protected could have benefited the people of the area. There the 
weaving of thick raw or cotton cloth was done which was called 
gazi. After dying this cloth it was used as mat on the floor.^'' 
Cooking utensils of brass and copper were also made at several 
places of Banda and good quality jewellery of gold and silver were 
also made.^^ Kambals and cotton cloth were woven in the towns of 
this district. At some places tat was also woven.^^ Drake Brokeman 
had written that in the adjoining villages of Banda like-Ravali, 
Kalyanpur and Gonda etc. figures of stones (after cutting them) 
were also made after polishing them." Embroidery of silk was in a 
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developed state in Karvi.^* The cutting of stones and polishing was 
the most famous industry of this district.^^ The small stones which 
were found in the bed of river Ken were smothered and after 
polishing given artistic beauty.^° After studding these stones on the 
pieces of wood, good handmade things were made. This artistic 
work had fetched award to these workers at the exhibition in 
Delhi.^' But unfortunately English government did not provide any 
help to these industries. Instead, by using prohibitive measures, the 
government discouraged them. It is really surprising that the 
government had adopted a policy to destroy the industry of 
Bundelkhand. The cotton mill situated at Karvi, the areas around 
which thread was woven got shut down. So, 140 workers working 
here lost their job thus increased unemployment.^'' 
There were many centers of manufacturing of barua cloth in 
Hamirpur district,^'' which were destroyed during the British rule. 
This was the condition of some others industries which includes 
cloth woven by weavers, utensils of iron and brass and jewellery 
manufacturing etc.^^ Allen wrote in 1847 that the work of dyeing 
the clothes is done in Hamirpur which included Kharza cloth. 
Jewellery making was also done at some places. All these industries 
were destroyed due to the negative policy of the British rule. 
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The farming of the Aal plant was done at large scales in 
Jaloni. Clothes were dyed with the colour taken from the roots of 
Aal plant in Konch, Kalpi, Sayeed Nagar and Kotla.^^ There were 
many types of barua cloth which were dyed very artistically. Thus, 
all the industries of this area got destroyed due to the policy of the 
British government which caused socio-economic backwardness and 
increased unemployment. 
Economic Exploitation and Unemployment : 
The British rule was established in Bundelkhand in 1804 
through the treaty of Basein. And the British ruled this part of the 
country till 1947 like the rest of the country. Because of the central 
position of the area and glorious history of the region the British 
wanted to establish their control over the Province. The entire 
country was economically exploited during the British rule and the 
Bundelkhand was no exception. Gradually, the products being 
manufactured in England were introduced in this region by East 
India Company. So, very soon things like cloth, iron and other 
items formalities like Manchester, Liverpool. 
Lankashire, Burminghum etc. were sold in Bundelkhand like 
other parts of country. 
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To make the sale of the foreign things popular, it was felt 
that the industries of India should be destroyed and if it could be 
done people will have to purchase things manufactured in England 
for their daily needs. As a result of this policy, a little or no tax was 
paid to the government on the things imported from England during 
the period of Governor General Lytton. At the same time, it was 
also felt that the Indian industries should be destroyed to promote 
foreign trade. The industries of Bundelkhand were destroyed 
according to this policy. 
During British rule, Aal plant was harvested in the fertile 
land {Bhar Bhumi) of Bundelkhand. Different types of colours 
were made from the roots of this plant after boiling them. This 
colour was used in dyeing the clothes.^* This industry of dyeing 
was mainly done in Mauranipur and its neighbouring areas. In this 
area a Kind of cloth was woven, which was called kharua.^^ The 
center of Kharua industry was Mauranipur. The different types of 
colours used for dyeing this cloth was taken from the roots of Aal 
plants after boiling them. This was a very famous industry in those 
days through which the farmers were getting benefitted. 
47 
The cultivation of Al plant was done in a good quality land 
called Bhar-Bhumi, and almost 10 mans of the roots of this plant 
could be harvested in one acre land."*" It was estimated in 1873 that 
these roots were sold at the rate of Rs.8 per man. 
This is of great surprise that the cultivation of this plant 
which was an important source of income for farmers was destroyed 
during the British rule. It seems that the British wanted to destroy 
the colour industry of this region. The motive behind this was to 
sell the colour manufactured in England. This was the reason that 
no protection was given to Aal the cultivation. 
During the second settlement of Jhansi district Hooper wrote 
in 1890 that the cultivation of this plant was a profitable business 
for the farmers, but its cultivation had reduced considerably by 
1890. As a result, the peasants of Jhansi, Hamirpur, Jalaun and 
Banda had to suffer great economic loss.'*^ The famous Kharua 
industry of Mauranipur which used colour taken from Aal plant, 
also suffered heavily. The following reasons seem to be the causes 
of the destruction of Aal cultivation - first, the profit percentage 
was low in its cuhivation. Second, it had to be looked after very 
carefully, because there was likelihood of a pest attack. Third, the 
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deep roots of these plants in the soil so lot of money was spent to 
take them out/^ At the same time every government discouraged its 
cultivation. So finally the indigo was completely destroyed. 
The main reason of Indian economic prosperity was textile 
and handloom industries, where mostly Muslims were the workers. 
Till 1815 India not only catered the needs of its own population but 
also exported the textile products.'*'' Indian textile industry was the 
first sufferer of free trade after 1813. To develop British textile a 
discrimination was maintained with Indian manufactures in taxes. 
On the British cotton and silk 3 to 5 per cent taxes were levied and 
on woollen 2 per cent clothes while on 1 per cent, Indian cotton 
clothes, 20% taxes on silk clothes and 30% taxes on woollen 
clothes were levied on the items exported to England.''^ As a result 
the import of British cotton cloth increased to 5 crore 10 lac yards 
from 10 lac yards between 1815 and 1835. During the same period 
Indian export of cotton cloth decreased to 3 lac 6 thousand pieces 
from 12 j / / lacs and by 1844 it was only 63 hundred yards.''^ By 
1845 the condition became so bad that India, which was exporting 
cloth to the entire world for centuries, started consuming YA of the 
total British export. It is an interesting fact that while English cloth 
destroyed Indian weaers and at the same time it destroyed the yarn 
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workers using machines. The same story was repeated with cotton 
clothes, woollen clothes, iron utensils, glass and paper."^ Things 
made of aluminium started to be used in the country. After the 
introduction of foreign colours in different parts of India cheap 
foreign iron and steel also made inroads which destroyed the Indian 
industries."*^ Thus, lacs of city and village workers, yarn weavers, 
weavers, ironsmiths etc. were left with no options and they got 
changed into the colonised entities of the British capitalist industry. 
In the beginning of the 18"^  century the British capitalists 
started an official campaign against Indian cotton and silk clothes. 
By passing two laws in the British Parliament they got the wearing 
of Indian cotton and silk cloth stopped and its use was banned in 
1700 and 1720."*^  Besides those iron and steel industry, hand paper 
industry, glass industries and numerous other industries of pre-
colonial period declined in India.^ '^  
Company and the British capitalists destroyed our industries 
and trade to exploit India economically and Indian things were 
debarred from English market. Loom and Charkha were the pivot of 
old Indian society but colonial policy broke the Indian loom and 
destroyed the Charkha and filled India with foreign clothes which 
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was earlier called the home of textile products. India which was 
famous for its prosperity throughout the world was made a home of 
poverty, illness, famine and starvation.^' 
Effort to Instigate the Religions Feelings of the People: 
The British government claimed neutrality in matters of 
religion but actually they fully helped to spread Christianity. 
Christian missionaries had an attitude of disgust against India and 
their sole aim was to establish their superiority in India. According 
to their policy, the English wanted to convert Indians to 
Christianity to strengthen their empire. The British government had 
permitted the propagation of Christianity through the Charter Act of 
1833. Religious Non-eligibility Act was passed in 1850 through 
which people converted to Christianity were allowed to be eligible 
of parental property and were given promotion after inducting in 
government jobs, but people accepting Hinduism or Islam were 
denied of these rights. Christian religion was included in the 
syllabus of government educational institutes which caused great 
resentment among pandits and maulvis. 
The English started interferring in the religions and social 
setup of the Hindus in India. This fact is clear through the statement 
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of Company chief in his speech at House of Commons. He said that 
through God's grace we have got the great empire of India so that 
Christianity could be established throughout the country. Everyone 
should put his entire energy in the great task of converting all the 
Indians to Christianity as early as possible. Indian soldiers were 
pressurised to become Christian. According to a statement of an 
English Commander he worked for 28 years to convert Indian 
soldiers and this became a part of his duty. 
Indians are allowed to adopt sons according to their 
religious texts, but Dalhauji rejected the claims to the succession of 
many sons adopted by Indian kings. As a result staunch Hindus 
started considering the English their enemies and participated in the 
revolt with their full strength. There was a feeling among the 
people that the English were damaging their religion through rail, 
telephone and other reforms started by Lord Dalhauji. 
During these disturbing conditions Lord canning passed two 
orders. According to the first order, it was made compulsory to the 
new recruits to serve in the British areas accross the sea. Indians 
used to consider it against their religion to cross sea in those days. 
According to the second order, the soldiers had to use greased 
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cartridges which contained cow and pig fat. It had to be cut by 
mouth. So, the religious feelings of Indians were badly hurt. 
According to Majumdar, "there is no doubt that it had a great 
impact on soldiers. They expressed their great anger and 
dissatisfaction and local units also revolted together."^^ 
The soldiers were completely terrified because of their deep 
love to their religious rituals and beliefes and the fear of getting 
converted to Christianity. There were many revolts because of such 
feelings even if there had been no base for such things. There was 
no doubt in it that it was the main reason of doubt and 
dissatisfaction. 
Therefore, both these orders helped to ignite the revolt. Mr. 
Rich said in the House of Commons that, soldiers could be cooled 
down through clear and humanitarian government orders but by not 
doing so they committed mistake. Instead of it the policy repression 
could not suppress their feelings therefore the incidents of revolt 
could not be stopped. Though this cannot be called a revolt and it 
was successfully suppressed till the incident of great tyranny and 
destruction took place in Meerut which changed the entire scenario. 
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The greased cartridges with fat cannot be termed as the sole 
reason of the revolt. As a matter of fact, if there was any such 
reason it was foreign rule and the condition of slavery of the 
Indians. Slavery itself is the sufficient reason for any colonised 
country. But the English used to think that God has sent them to 
make Indians cultured and rule the coloured people. English could 
not think that Indians also had the right to liberty and they will be 
forced one day to leave India. Therefore it was obvious that they 
were surprised by the revolt of 1857. 
Excess with Jagirdars and Ubaridars : 
Bundelkhand was under the rule of the Bundelas and the 
Marathas of Jhansi, Lalitpur and Jalaun were their jagirdars. But 
because of the policy of interference of the British they had lost 
their state." After the death of the Raja of Jhansi his adopted son 
Damodar Rao was not recognised as the successor of the state. 
Rejecting the demand of Rani, the state was brought under the 
British administration. The jagirdars of Banpur, Chanderi, 
Sindwaha faced same kind of treatment with the British. Because of 
this behaviour the jagirdars and people of these areas got annoyed 
and developed the spirit of revenge against the British. This spirit 
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of revenge led the Bundela rulers and the Rani of Jhansi to raise the 
banner of revolt in 1857.^" The conversion policy of the British and 
the interference in the religions of people added the fuel in fire. 
Revenue Police Prior to 1857: 
The main motive of the British in Bundelkhand was to 
collect maximum revenue. They fixed higher revenue rates on 
peasants captain Belly assessed revenue at higher level in Bada in 
1804." It was so high that after one year the government had to 
reduce the rates. But the revenue officer continued to increase the 
rates. The peasants were already worried by continuous natural 
calamities and famines. Therefore the excessive revenue rates made 
their conditions more miserable. Above all in these conditions 
orders were issued to collect the revenue at increased rates. 
Similar conditions were prevalent in Lalitpur and Jhansi. 
Because of frequent transfers of the officers a permanent revenue 
policy could not be adopted. This is remarkable that Capt. Jordan 
adopted the revenue policy based on the production but on the other 
hand other officials assessed revenue on the kinds of land. It is 
surprising that at some places rates are high but at other places 
fixed at low rates. Meaning to say the rates were not uniform but it 
differed in villages of same pargana. Similar conditions were 
prevalent in Jalaun and Hamirpur. The peasants wee selling their 
land because of excessive revenue. The condition was so worse that 
the peasants did not have money to buy any provision necessary 
like seeds for the agriculture. Therefore it would not be wrong to 
say that the excessive revenue demand became the cause of the 
revolt of 1857. 
Beginning of the Revolt: 
The revolt was initiated by burning two bunglows of the 
English Officers in the cantonment on June 1. The government 
made enquiries about the incident but they could not unearth the 
conspiracy. But they became alert and started to think about their 
safety and security. In the day time they used to stay in the 
cantonment but shifted to the fort in night. 
But the English Officers did not show any anxiety in open. 
This becomes clear from the letter written by Skin to Colvin on 
June 3. But the incident of 1'' June was still fresh in the minds of 
the English Officers and again in the day time of 5'^  June the 
soldiers numbered 50 to 60 raised the banner of the revolt in the 
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cantonment and captured Star Fort which contained topkhana and 
treasury. 
On hearing news all the English Officers shifted to the fort 
for safety but the chief of the 12"" battalion of Bangal Captain 
Dunlop remained there in the cantonment. Gordan sent two 
zamindars to get support from the rulers of Datia and Orchha. In the 
meantime the English Officers reached there in the cantonment. 
Star Fort was still in the possession of the rebels therefore staying 
in the cantonment was not safe. Therefore, after evaluating the 
condition Skin, Gordan and Dr. Mekgan shifted to fort in night but 
courageous Dunlop remained there in the cantonment. 
Gordan sought help from the princely states of Datia, 
Orchha, Gursahay, Noner and Udgaon. He did not expect any help 
from Datia because of the death of its ruler Vijay Bahadur Singh. 
On the other hand Dunlop with remaining loyal soldiers 
making efforts to suppress the rebel soldiers since the guns and 
gunpowder of Star Fort was captured by the rebels. Therefore, he 
instructed Gordan to send these provisions immediately. But 
Gordan did not send these items because of fear that these could be 
fell in the hands of the rebels and could be used against the British 
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army. On the other hand those who were in the fort tried to get arms 
and ammunitions from other sources but could not get success on 
June 6 when Dunlop, Campbell, Tailor came on the parade ground 
then the residents of Jhansi in large numbers marched towards the 
cantonment. The soldiers of the cantonment assembled in the parade 
ground. As soon as the mob reached parade ground one rabel leader 
named Asan Ali called the Muslim soldiers to perform namaz. This 
was an indication of rebellion. With this call the rebellion was 
started by the Indian soldiers. Only two Hawaldars of the 12"" 
battalion of Bengal infantry sided with the British Officers but they 
were gundown by the rebels. Dunlop and Tailor were killed on the 
parade ground. Campbell and other officers were injured and fled in 
the fort. 
Now the rebel soldiers under the leadership of the Daroga of 
Jail Bakhhish Ali released all the prisoners and burnt down all the 
offices, kachhari and the records of the public offices except 
Agency kothi. After that they marched towards the city. Even the 
residences of the Hindustani loyalists were also not spared. In this 
melee an English Officer Flamming was also killed. 
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In this they got a gun and with that they encircled the fort. 
The English could not get help from Orchha and Datia therefore 
they sought help from Gwalior on June 7. 
In the meantime Skeen sent headclerk of the Deputy 
Commissioner, Parsel brothers and Andruez to meet Rani for help 
but she did not want to meet them. Andruez was killed in front the 
main gate. Scott and Parsel brothers were gundown by the soldiers. 
In the mid-day on June 7 the rebels attacked the fort, Rani 
provided them help with soldiers and two guns. The English 
soldiers in the fort bravely resisted the attack. But the rebels got 
some success in this campaign and they had occupied the lower part 
of the fort. Assistant Surveyor Lt. Pabis was killed with sword. At 
the same time Captain Berges was gundown. Gordan also had lost 
his life in the fort. 
After the death of Gordan the English started to loose heart. 
Now after getting assurance of safety from a rebel leader Dr. Saleh 
Muhammed, Skeen decided to surrender in the evening. They came 
out from the fort and surrendered but they were imprisoned by the 
rebels. They all brought towards the Star Fort and outside the city 
wall they all were made to stand under trees near a place known 
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Jhokanbagh located about 400 yards away to Orchha gate and killed 
there on the spot. Their dead bodies remained there for three days 
in the Jhokanbagh." 
( I l l ) 
Many historians have written on the revolt of 1857 in 
Bundelkhand. Tapti Roy gives a detail description about this 
revolt." She analyses the reasons behind this incident which shook 
the foundation of the British government. She writes that "the 
responses were varied. Men belonging to different levels in the 
social, political and economic hierarchy responded differently" she 
rightly raises doubts about the intentions of the Rajas of the 
princely states. But neither she nor others gave much importance to 
those sources which were contemporary. These sources give a other 
side of the story which is totally absent in other sources. They 
demonstrate the chivalry of these princes in war against the British. 
Prominent among there is the Majha-Prawas, an autobiography of a 
Marathi. 
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My study is primarily based on an autobiography in Marathi 
written by a Marathi Brahman named Shastri Vishnu Bhatt Godse 
Varsaikar. The title of his book is Majha Prawas: Sattawan Salchya 
Bandachi Hakikat^^ (hereafter Majha Prawas). This book was 
translated twice in Hindi and I have utilized Hindi translation of 
Madhukar Upadhyaya therefore all references belong to this 
edition.^^ His book contains two kinds of evidences: first, the 
events and incidents seen by him with his own eyes and second, the 
information communicated to him by others and based on hearsays 
and rumours. He records the events like daily-reports. Sometimes 
rumours and hearsays are entered into his writings but this does not 
reduce the importance of his book. Though he himself was witness 
to whole incidents occurred in Jhansi and surrounding areas 
between 1857-59 but he put his experiences in writing in 1883, 
twenty four years after returning from the journey. But the text does 
not contain any factual error which demonstrates his remarkable 
memory. Even after compilation, this book remained confined only 
to one or two persons because of hand written manuscript.^*' The 
authenticity of his description can be established after comparison 
with contemporary literature. 
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Vishnu Bhatt spent more time in Qundelkhand specially in 
Jhansi about which he furnishes more details. Therefore, an attempt 
has been made in this paper to highlight and analyse this 
information and corroborates it with other sources. 
Conditions in Jhansi before the outbreak of Rebellion: 
Bhatt describes Jhansi as the most beautiful city of the eastern 
part of India which possesses a strong fort. After passing of its last 
ruler Raja Ganga Dhar Rao his territory went into the hands of the 
British but the palace remained with the royal family. The British 
government imposed many restrictions on the deceased ruler's wife 
Rani Laxmi Bai which became the cause of conflict between the 
two. Three reasons were assigned for the conflict: first, not 
allowing Rani to proceed to Prayag for last ritual and tonsuring her 
hairs second, withholding of her pension and lastly, not recognizing 
adopted son as the successor of the state. 
Beginning of the Revolt: and its Effect on Jhansi: 
Vishnu Bhatta writes that the disturbance (bakhera) started 
after few days. Incident was happening in the month of May and 
soon its impact was being felt in Jhansi. This is corroborated by an 
agent named Wazir Beg's letter of June 17, 1857 in which he 
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reports about the spread the revolt {fasad) in Jhansi. In 
cantonment few British officers were residing with their spouses. 
They all were frightened and one day before the fixed date of the 
mutiny (gadar), the British officer Gordon sent a message to the 
Rani that coming days are not good for us. Therefore, you took the 
responsibility of the administration. 
In response to this offer Rani reminded the British behaviour 
with the deceased Raja. The British government refused to 
recognize the adopted son of Raja as the successor of the state. On 
this the British officer Gardons himself met the Rani and requested 
her to provide protection to the English ladies especially to his 
pregnant wife. His appeal was accepted and the English ladies were 
put in the fort and the security was provided to them. 
Beginning of the Revolt in Jhansi: 
After describing the prevalent conditions in Jhansi, Vishnu 
Bhatt writes that the time of the revolt was pre-determined which 
was 10 a.m. at the fixed time the revolt (danga) was started by the 
soldiers and the firing was started. The British soldiers were quite 
few in the Jhansi cantonment and they all were killed by the Indian 
soldiers {Hindustani Paltan). All gunpowder {gola-barud), 
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magazine, treasury and tents were looted by them and the 
cantonment was handed over to fire. From there they reached to the 
palaces and raised slogans in the praise of the Bai Saheb, Rani 
Luxmi Bai. In response Rani came out and met the subedars and 
officers and gave the promise of support. They declared that ''you 
are our malik (master). Your order would be obeyed. From today 
we are in your service. You will give our salaries ". 
Rani said to the soldiers to remain prepared for war. Then an 
open declaration was made in the city about the establishment of 
the rule of the Rani. After establishing her control over the 
administration, she ordered to make new rifles and guns and the 
Karkhanas (factories) were established to make amunition. The 
work of repair of forts and city-wall was started for ensuing war 
against the British forces. 
This evidence is of extreme importance. It shows that the Rani 
and the rebel leaders made a common front against the British. This 
alignment proved very beneficial for the Rani which enhanced her 
strength and power in the region. 
Bhatt further writes about the preparation of ensuing war 
against the British. The recruitment in the military of Jhansi was in 
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full swing Lalu Bakhsi was appointed as the making of gunpowder. 
This indicates the level of preparation by the Rani. 
Conditions after the Revolt in Jbansi: 
No Englishman was traceable in Jhansi in ten months after the 
beginning of the revolt which means they all fled away from the 
region. This also demonstrates the terror of the rebels. In the 
meantime, the British tried to reorganize themselves. Soldiers of the 
foreign origin were called. Indian soldiers from Bombay and 
Madras were recruited and help was also sought from the princes. 
With this preparation the British re-established their control 
over Indore and Ujjain and then marched against the thikana 
Banpur. The British faced tough resistance there and war between 
both forces continued for seven days and ultimately the control was 
established over it. The next target was Jhansi. 
Vishnu Bhatt provides information in great details about the 
war between the British forces and that of Jhansi. Before starting 
war, the English called the Rani alongwith her sevn officers without 
arms. The Rani's response was negative and the result was war 
which was continued for twelve days. The British forces made 
many attempts to capture the fort but with no success. Bhatt's 
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description shows the upper hand of the forces of Jhansi over the 
British. In twelve days war, the Jhansi forces demonstrated their 
superiority over their opponents. Many times they repulsed the 
British attack and got success against them. 
Even the British casalities were quite higher than the Jhansi 
forces. This frightened the British. Their fear was further increased 
manyfold when Tantya Tope reached there with his 15000 strong 
contingents. This boosted the morale of the Jhansi forces. But 
unfortunately Tantya Tope's forces were defeated in the war which 
had devastating impact on Rani but even then she did not lost her 
heart. Instead she fought bravely against the enemy. Seeing this 
level of resistance they adopted treacherous methods. They lured a 
military commander named Dulaji Singh Pardesi who was the in-
charge of the southern military post of city. Secondly they hired 
about 3000 to 4000 labourers and put the bundles of wet grass on 
their head and they walked towards the entry gate. No one attacked 
the grass carrier. They were followed by the gunmen. Thus they 
reached near entrance. Then the bundles of grass were put on one 
over another and used it as staircase. In this way they reached near 
the fort. Seeing the British soldiers in so large numbers the soldiers 
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the fort frightened and fled away from the scene leaving behind the 
arms. All the Indian soldiers on that post were killed. 
The Rani with his 1500 Arabi Musalman fighters came out of 
the fort and attacked the British forces. They were terrorized by this 
sudden attack and ran here and there. But in the mean- time, the 
Rani withdraw herself from the battlefield on the advice of her 
officers. 
Then she went to meet people and conveyed them to leave 
Jhansi because it will fell into the hands of the British. This shows 
her love and affection towards subjects. 
Though the Rani left Jhansi in the last and died in a heroic 
way. But this kind of deceitful tactics of the British was never 
mentioned by any source except this autobiographer. The people's 
cooperation to the Rani was an additional strength to her which was 
undermined by the English sources. Though it is a very cursory 
survey but I have tried to highlight the information contained in 
Majha prawas. But one fact emerges that the incidents of 1857 were 
recorded first time from Indian perspective by an Indian eye-
witness. 
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C H A P T E R - IV 
P O S T - 1 8 5 8 REVENUE SETTLEMENT IN THE 
DISTRICTS OF BUNDELKHAND 
Revenue Settlement is Jhansi and Lalitpur: 
The assessment of revenue in Jhansi was made by Major 
Davidson. He applied the standard of land rates.* He divided the 
land broadly in four kinds which are as follows^: 
1. Mar 
2. Kabar 
3. Padua 
4. Rakad 
While making the revenue assessment of Jhansi pargana. 
Major Davidson divided the villages in two categories^ 
1. The territory comprising 31 villages on the north of the 
pargana consisted of Mar and Kabar land. 
2. Kunwanbandi villages which were also known as Chaurasi 
and the villages in the south of the pargana which were 
considered less fertile. 
As regards the second category of villages, Jenkinson had 
written that to the south of pargana Jhansi, there were 
kunwanbandi villages which were known as Chaurasi. According 
to him, long ago there was a group of 84 villages, of these 53 
villages were under the British administration. In the territory of 
Chaurasi, the inhabitants were not of a particular caste or clan. 
The territory was so called due to its number of 84. Jenkinson 
writes that he had a list of these 84 villages, but could not gather 
much information about them as to when these villages were 
grouped together and by whom and what was the purpose of this 
grouping of these villages. In Sir H. Elliot's "Glossary of Indian 
Terms", the list of 84 villages does not mention the total 84 
villages.^ Major Davidson has made two broad categories on the 
basis of their natural resources and condition.^ For the first 
category of villages, he implemented the revenue rates differently 
according to the land variations. However, for the second category 
of kunwanbandi villages, the revenue rates were fixed lesser than 
that of the first category of villages.^ Thereafter, Jenkinson also 
after making enquires lessened the revenue of kunwanbandi 
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villages.^ The revenue assessment for the pargana Jhansi was 
fixed as Rs.46335.^ 
During the second settlement of revenue for the pargana 
Jhansi, Impey and Meston based their assessment of revenue on 
the basis of land categories. For this purpose, the villages were 
demarcated for revenue purposes on the basis of different 
categories of land which were, of course, made on the basis of 
fertility and natural resources.' The purpose of making these sort 
of groups of villages was that same rates could be applied to a 
particular category of villages.'° The rates that were found 
prevalent in villages were settled as fixed rates of revenue." An 
easy device of assessing per acre rate was evolved because fixed 
rates in the district were different at different places.'^ Similarly 
in Lalitpur, the settlement of revenue was also made on the basis 
of category of land. At that time, the revenue was paid in cash 
according to the degree of produce.'^ 
When this territory was under the Marathas, the position of 
the different parganas of Lalitpur was like this. In the pargana of 
Chanderi those villages were included which were included in 
1862 in the parganas of Lalitpur, Bansi and Balabehat. There were 
some villages in the pargana of Balabehat which became part of 
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Lalitpur and Bansi parganas in administrative arrangement of 
1862.''* In the pargana of Bansi those villages were included 
which after the 1862 division were part of Lalitpur, Talbehat and 
Banpur parganas. Before 1862, pargana Mahroni was part of 
pargana Banpur, Talbehat and Balabehat.'^ Similarly Lalitpur 
came under the district of Chanderi prior to 1862. In that year 
Chanderi was transferred to the dominion of Sindhia of Gwalior. 
This way in 1862 there were two tehsils in the eastern part of 
Lalitpur district - Banpur and Mahroni. But in 1866 these were 
removed and a new tehsil was formed in Mahroni and the 
western part of this district was included in Lalitpur tehsil. 
In 1866 the status of the parganas of this district was as 
follows: 
Tehsil 
1. Lalitpur 
2. Mahroni 
Pargana 
1. Talbehat 
2. Bansi 
3. Lalitpur 
4.Balabehat 
1 .Banpur 
2. Mahroni 
3. Madora 
Position before British 
Occupation 
Included in Gwalior and 
Banpur 
-do-
-do-
-do-
- do - & also in Narhat 
Included in Gwalior, Banpur 
and Shahgarh 
Included in Shahgarh and 
Narhat 
Area 
288 sq. km. and 
592 acres 
149 sq. km. and 
256 acres 
438 sq. km. and 11 
acres 
18 sq. km. and 633 
acres 
329 sq. km. and 
189 acres 
153 sq. km. and 
338 acres 
405 sq. km. and 
264 acres 
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There were only two tehsils in the district in 1866. Of 
LaUtpur pargana 118 villages were included in Gwalior state and 
50 villages were part of Banpur State. The same way 47 villages of 
Gwalior State and 12 villages of Banpur State were included in the 
pargana of Bansi. In the pargana of Talbehat 81 villages of 
Gwalior State and 25 villages of Banpur State were included. 57 
villages of Gwalior and 24 villages of Banpur were in the pargana 
of Balabehat. The pargana of Mahroni had 56 villages of Gwalior 
State, one village of Banpur and 3 villages of Shahgarh State in it. 
31 villages of Gwalior, 81 of Banpur and one village of Narhat 
were included in the pargana of Banpur. The Madora pargana 
included 123 villages of Shahgarh State and 35 villages of Narhat. 
The above administrative reorganization of the district was 
not on scientific lines. This has been pointed out by R.M. Edward, 
Commissioner of Bundelkhand. He writes, "the division of tehsils 
and parganas in Lalitpur district is highly uncomfortable. It is 
lamentable that from their formation till the survey of revenue 
settlement, no change was made in their position"'* 
The process that Captain Killer, Captain Corbett and 
Colonel Davidson adopted for the settlement of revenue was based 
on different statistics gathered at different times. The decisions of 
these officers reveal that whatever short-time settlements were 
made in this district, the rates of revenue demand were extremely 
high. It was due to the high rates of revenue in the district that the 
economic condition of the landholders and cultivators shows a 
continuous and marked decline.'^ Though at this time we have no 
evidence on the basis of which we can have a glimpse of the 
factual position of revenue settlements of short-time duration but 
the revenue officers of later period have accepted the fact that 
earlier settlements were severe in revenue demand. Therefore, 
Davidson in his first settlement announced relaxation in the 
revenue demand. 
The revenue settlement that was implemented by Davidson 
in 1869 expired in 1889. The second settlement of the district was 
done by Hore, the Revenue Officer in 1889. This time without the 
measurement of land and survey of previous revenue rates, Hore 
fixed the revenue rates in haste. The duration of the second 
settlement was extended to the next thirty years.^' 
The district of Lalitpur was founded in 1862 and till 1891 it 
remained as a separate district but in 1891 itself revenue 
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settlement related papers of pargana Jhansi, Month, Garotha and 
Bhander were lost during the revolt of 1857." Therefore as 
regards the rules for revenue settlement adopted by Captain 
Gordon for these parganas, nothing can be said with certainty but 
Jenkinson who completed the task of revenue settlement of Jhansi 
district in 1864 has said, "I made enquiries with officers and 
qanungos who had worked with Captain Gordon, about the rates of 
revenue applied in pargana Month, Bhander and Garotha and the 
methods by which these were implemented^^ Perhaps he had 
implemented the rates on the basis of production". He obtained 
different revenue rates on different types of land on the basis of 
rates prevalent in the neighbouring districts. Thereafter, he 
settled the proportionate revenue rates for the above said 
parganas. He personally made survey of invidual villages and 
according to the quality of land he grouped or divided them into 
different regions or "Chaks" and accordingly fixed revenue rates 
for them.^^ 
The Settlement Officer Jenkinson has pointed out that on 
the basis of the information and tables provided by qanungos and 
patwaris, he could only know about revenue rates fixed by Captain 
Gordon for different types of land." However, the method adopted 
79 
by him for grouping the villages into "Chaks" is not clear as there 
are no documents to provide information in this regard. Though 
Jenkinson discovered some mistakes but he found that Jummas 
settled by Captain Gordon were found matched with the records of 
the patwaris and were also in conformity with the revenue demand 
documented in the report of Gordon. The manuscript of notes 
prepared by Gordon reveal the revenue rates settled for the "Mar" 
category of land which were as follows: 
In the cultivation of wheat in one acre of 'Mar' land, 37 ser 
wheat is needed and it produces 247 ser wheat. The annual 
revenue demand thus comes 25 rupees per 25 ser of wheat. 
Therefore total production comes to 1-9-7 (one rupee nine anna 
and seven pie). The following has to be substracted from it: 
Cost of seed 
Interest 
Labour cost 
Saving 
1-7-8 (one rupee seven anna and 8 pie) 
0-6-0 (zero, six anna and zero pie) 
3-3-11 (three rupees, three anna and eleven pie) 
3-3-11 (three rupees, three anna and eleven pie) 
The above decides the rate and the half of it was taken as 
revenue. The above example clarifies that Captain Gordon based 
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his revenue demand for the above parganas on the basis of 
production. 
In 1899, Hore while making second regular settlement of 
revenue in Lalitpur divided the villages according to their 
geographical condition.^^ There was no difference in the 
classification^". Hore divided the villages of Lalitpur in three 
categories and against each of these the method of assessment was 
recorded: 
1. The 562 villages in which there was no record of permanent 
destruction, their assessment was made on the basis of 
figures of annual documents. 
2. The 207 villages in which permanent loss or destruction had 
been recorded, their assessment was superficially made for 5 
years which was based on assessed investment of 1897-98. 
3. 8 villages which were in their normal condition, their 
assessment was based on annual proportionate investment 
and totalyawa had to be materialized in three years. 
In the first group raising the old demand from 8-31 the 
revenue demand was assessed upto 1352.20%.^^ While in the last 
two groups there was a decrease of about 27.6% meaning thereby 
the revenue assessed was 41957. For the whole of the pargana the 
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total demand was 197398 in which the increase was of 8.16 % on 
the old demand.^^ 
One temporary assessment was also applied in which the 
revenue demand had to be fixed for 5 years, the basis of which was 
10% decrease in good harvest or 15% overall decrease. The 
income from barren land was not included in it. 
No exhaustive survey was made for this settlement. The 
assessment was based on the kind of land. The areas were marked 
on the basis of 1893-99 settlement. The revenue was fixed on the 
statistics of land i.e. the size of land that was in one's possession 
in 1902-03. 47,247 (of which 14 thousand was assessed as sair 
income) and the concession of 5.36% was given on the cultivated 
land which paid revenue in cash. The revenue of good cultivable 
land and nauzar (new land put to cultivation) was settled in the 
following manner. The areas which were thanka (on lump sum 
revenue demand), on them two types of rates were imposed. First, 
Tareta (irrigated and developed land) and second Har areas (land 
of natural condition) were marked. Thereafter, by subtracting the 
value of Har land from total cultivated land, payable revenue 
figures were obtained. Excluding the Lalitpur pargana, the 
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recorded area was 310629 acres and the area of nauzar land was 
110834 and their value was 871418 and 108554 respectively. 
The sum total of these two was Rs. 93,96,794 on which the 
revenue demand was estimated as rupees 4,51,121. In Lalitpur the 
area of good cultivable land and nauzar land was 1,27,325 and 
1,73,266 acres respectively and their value was 2,14,480 and 
1,07,260 rupees on which the revenue demand was fixed as 
1,61,400. 
In 1893 the decrease in assessed revenue excluding 
Gursarai and Kakarbai areas was as follows. In Jhansi 1,34,594 
and in 1899 due to the causes of assessment of revenue, the 
decrease occurred in assessed revenue of Lalitpur was 
Rs.1,74,464. The decrease of 38% in value was due to the decrease 
in revenue. The value in the next assessment was Rs. 1,10,073. 
This assessment was in practice till 1937 when Congress party 
took the charge of administration from the British. In 1939 United 
Provinces Tenancy Act was passed and was also imposed in this 
district. As a result of this all lawful cultivators and some other 
cultivators got hereditary rights. The rules of removing the 
cultivators were checked. The land revenue demand was fixed. 
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Begar or forced labour and the practice of nazrana (presents) were 
abolished and the zamindars were checked from purchasing more 
land. 
Settlement in Banda: 
As soon as Captain Bailley came in Bundelkhand in 1884 
he at once fixed higher revenue rates in Banda. This is revealed 
from the fact that after one year Erskine had to reduce the rates in 
1885. This sad story did not stop here because Bandup who was 
given the charge of settlement of revenue in Banda after Erskine 
again raised the rates of revenue in the district^''. 
Consequently, the economic condition of the cultivators 
deteriorated. Their condition was already pathetic due to famines 
and other natural calamities, The burden of excess revenue demand 
fractured them economically. Amazingly, instead of providing 
relief to the cultivators, the government passed orders for the 
quick realization of revenue from the distressed people." Under 
these circumstances the current of unrest increased. The 
Settlement Officer and the Collector of Banda while criticizing the 
increase in revenue rates by the British administration said, "It 
seems that our administration is putting into practice those 
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inhuman measures in the realization of revenue which were 
applied by tyrant rulers in the past".^^ The high rates of revenue 
and the illegal exactions of their army compelled the cultivators to 
sell their land to the Marwaris, Jains and moneylenders for the 
sake of fulfilling exploitative demands. The unrest increased in 
Banda and karvi sub-division. In Banda and karvi sub-division the 
revenue settlement had always been affected due to famines and 
natural calamities. Perhaps no settlement in this area completed its 
tenure. This sort of revenue policy has been the main cause of 
social and economic backwardness of the district. 
The condition of Jhagsi and Lalitpur districts also remained 
almost the same. In these districts, the Settlement Officers were 
quickly transferred. Therefore, no uniform revenue assessment 
policy could be enforced.^' It is remarkable that while Captain 
Gordon had settled the revenue in Jhansi district on the basis of 
production but Danniel and Davidson fixed the rates on the basis 
of variety of land after making surveys. In 1864, Jenkinson, the 
Settlement Officer of Jhansi had claimed during the course of his 
settlement that the revenue rates in Jhansi are suitable and these 
are so light that the zamindars could pay them easily. However, 
Jenkinson made it clear that the new rates were not uniform in the 
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entire district. In some parganas they were light while in other 
parganas these were quite severe. In the words of Jenkinson again 
the revenue rates in pargana Bhander were light while they were 
much higher in other parganas. Besides these, revenue rates in 
parganas Mhow and Pandwaha were different. In short, it can be 
said that in some villages these were extremely high.^' Danniel 
who made settlement in these parganas did not pay due attention 
towards them and moreover he could not get sufficient information 
in this regard. Certainly, the high revenue demand deteriorated the 
condition of these parganas. Later on, when another Settlement 
Officer, Porter investigated the settlement that was in operation, 
he accepted that the high rates of revenue were responsible for the 
impoverishment of these parganas.^^ 
Like Banda, the settlements in Jhansi and Lalitpur could not 
complete their term. The main reason was the occurrence of 
famines and natural calamities. The very moment when the new 
settlement was enforced, a severe famine occurred in Jhansi in 
1868.'*' In 1872 40,000 acres land''^ in Jhansi was covered with 
grass. Certainly this deteriorated the economic condition of the 
cultivators and they started selling their lands to the marwaris, 
Jains and money - lenders, 
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Settlement of Revenue in Jalaun and Hamirpur: 
The revenue system of Jalaun had also been affected due to 
the changes in villages as well as changes in the area of the 
district. The villages of Jalaun situated on the border of Gwalior 
district were always in a position of uncertainly of being part of 
Jalaun or Gwalior. The same condition was of the villages situated 
on the Jalaun - Jhansi border. At no point of time the whole 
district was brought under settlement. 
The revenue settlement that was made in the pargana of 
Basuagarh had so high revenue rates that in 1848 and 1849 the 
authorities were compelled to revise them.'*^ The same was the 
case is other parganas. In March 1853, the parganas of Mahoba 
and Jaipur which were part of Jalaun were transferred to Hamirpur. 
In return Jalaun was given the parganas of Kalpi and Punchh. In 
1854, the parganas of Month, Chirgaon and Garotha and in 1856 
the pargana of Bhander were transferred to Jhansi district.'*'' In 
1850, Erskine also made same sort of changes. There is no doubt 
that the villages of these parganas always faced the fate of 
uncertainly and their inhabitants were always under psychological 
pressure. 
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The revenue settlements that were made in Jalaun could not 
complete their term. The revenue rates that were imposed here 
were not uniform at all places. These rates were as severe as in 
other districts of Bundelkhand. The occurrence of natural 
calamities also caused the failure of these settlements. In 1851, 
Erskine's settlement was so severe that the cultivators were forced 
to sell their lands. In 1855 Ballman pointed out that the trend of 
selling lands in villages was very fast. Consequently, the 
government had to take some villages directly under its control. 
The zamindars were mostly in trouble and were under huge debts. 
The situation was such that they became dependent on the money -
lenders even for the purchase of seeds. They became so poor that 
their cattle were the only property left in their possession.'*^ 
While giving the description of the district Jalaun, Ballman 
in 1850 that "one-sixth part of the district has gone out of the 
cultivation area. People are abandoning cultivation due to famines 
and natural calamities. The revenue rates have also caused bad 
effect on the people". Captain Screen who was the Superintendent 
of Jalon in 1855 has also expressed the same view. He wrote that 
"the settlement that was in operation in the district, had very high 
rates and its bad effect on the zamindars was quite visible". It 
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would not be wrong to say that the harsh revenue policy of the 
British was the main cause of the revolt in Bundelkhand in 1857. 
The condition of revenue system of Hamirpur was as bad as 
that of other districts of Bundelkhand. The unequal and harsh rates 
of revenue were the chief characteristics of the revenue policy in 
Hamirpur. This district was badly affected with dacoits and 
robbers and famous among them Paras Ram and Gopal Singh who 
were so active that they exacted money from the cultivators. 
During that time of the British, people were under threat of 
insecurity and out of this fear they used to pay tax to the dacoits.''^ 
When Erskine began his work of revenue settlement in Hamirpur 
he came to know that baghi Gopal Singh and his accomplices had 
established their complete control in the western parganas of the 
district.'*^ In 1803 Banday raised the revenue rates in these western 
parganas. Allan states that the reason for the increase in revenue 
rates in pargana Panwari was that two qanungos had enmity 
against each other and their conspiracies caused increase in 
revenue rates. But the whole blame cannot be put on them. In fact, 
the high officers who were responsible for settling revenue rates 
did not perform their duties properly. Consequently, the revenue 
rates in the western parganas of Hamirpur went higher. The 
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situation in the pargana Panwari was so deteriorated that people 
could not pay revenue and suffered from starvation in 1815. In 
1815 when Scott Barring started the revenue settlement m pargana 
Panwari he found that revenue realization from this pargana was 
poor than other parganas. He, therefore made 46% increase in 
revenue in the eastern parganas while in western parganas the 
increase was 21%. It is noticeable that in the western parganas the 
revenue rates were extremely severe. The highest increase pushed 
the people on the verge of starvation. The commissioner of 
Revenue Board pointed out this irregularity to the Settlement 
Officer Scott Barring but he justified the higher rates of revenue. 
The work of revenue settlement after Barring was assigned to 
Balpy but he also did not pay attention to the suggestions of Ford, 
the Commissioner and gave signs of further increase.^' The result 
of this increase was that cultivators became burdened with debts 
and were compelled to sell their lands. When Balpy took the 
charge as Settlement Officer for the second time in 1825-26 he 
implemented his old policy of increased rates. When the 
cultivators could not pay the revenue, he stopped the salaries of 
Tehsildar and revenue clerks for their failure in the realization of 
revenue." Certainly, the settlement of Balpy made the economic 
90 
condition worse in the district. In short, the harsh rates of revenue 
forced the people to sell their lands to the Marwaris and money-
lenders, 815 jagirs in the district had to be auctioned by the 
administration between 1815 and 1819 because their holders failed 
to pay the revenue due on them.^ 
The description of the impoverished condition of the 
district is recorded in Allan's report in which he clearly mentions 
that it was mainly caused by the high rates of revenue.^'* He writes, 
"From 1818 to 1824 one Qutbuddin Husain Khan, a merchant of 
Lucknow could purchase villages of 8000 rupees revenue value of 
Hamirpur district because their proprietors failed to pay the 
revenue due on these villages.^^ Similarly, one Zainuddin Khan 
purchased land worth 7000 rupees revenue value but later on he 
had to rush out of the district in extremely distressed condition due 
to harsh rates of revenue. Allan gives many instances of land 
transfer. He refers another case in which one money-lender named 
Dayaram purchased land worth 12000 rupees revenue value which 
belonged to those cultivators who were unable to pay the revenue 
due to the harsh rates and were selling to money - lenders. But 
Dayaram also had to resell this land because he himself failed to 
pay the revenue. About that time one Mirza Muhammad Khan of 
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Allahabad purchased two villages of Hamirpur of which annual 
revenue was 4000 rupees.^^ Among those who purchased land in 
Hamirpur was one government advocate named Nunaya Ray but he 
also had to sell it to other person for being unable to pay the fixed 
revenue. The same was the case of Diwan Madan Singh who had 
purchased the lands of unfortunate cultivators who failed to pay 
revenue but his financial condition deteriorated so badly that he 
was unable to pay the revenue. Consequently, he was also 
compelled to sell the purchased lands." Interestingly, one 
European zamindar named Gulpat also purchased revenue farms in 
Hamirpur district but his financial position also deteriorated. 
Under these circumstances the process of transfer of land 
continued and the increase in impoverishment, starvation and 
unemployment were the obvious results of governments harsh 
revenue policy in the district. 
Classification of Land: 
During the course of revenue settlement of Lalitpur district, 
the authorities thought it important to have a classification of land 
into different categories according to their qualities. In 1907 Pirn 
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who was the Settlement Officer classified the land in Lalitpur sub-
division in the following way: 
Cl .ASSII K Al ION Ol SOIL 
JHANSI PROPER 
Class of 
soil 
Mar 
Kabar 
Palja 
Rakarmoti 
Rakamioti 
Tari 
Kachhar 
Total 
Area 
1,18,718 
1,08,052 
83,206 
39,750 
68,455 
2,911 
371 
4,21,463 
Percentage of 
total. 
cultivated 
area 
28.00 
25.64 
19.74 
09.43 
16.24 
0.69 
0.09 
100.00 
LALITPUR SUB-DIVISION 
Class of Soil 
Tareta 
Moti 
Dumat 
Patri 
Tari(double 
harvest) 
Tari(single 
harvest) 
Dry(doubie 
harvest) 
Total 
Area 
8,813 
72,399 
1,08,515 
1,03,914 
3,321 
2,416 
1,283 
3,00,591 
Percentag 
e of total 
cultivated 
area 
2.93 
24.06 
36.11 
34.57 
1.10 
0.80 
0.43 
100.00 
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District 
• Lalitpur 
Lalitpur 
Jhansi with Lalitpur sub-
division 
Year of Settlement 
1864 
1898 
1906 
Percentage of Irrigated 
area in total agricultural 
land 
5.5 
11.5 
8.5 
Land was divided into different categories which is as follows: 
1. Kachhyana land : Land close to villages having irrigation 
facilities and with excess manure. 
2. Goinda land 
3. Tari land 
4. Mar land 
5. Taretha land 
6. Kabar land 
Land close to habitation area with 
facilities of manure. 
Black fertile soil situated close to tank or 
river in which double crops are sown or 
best rabi crop. 
Black and crispy soil. 
Good quality soil of dark colour found in 
big ridges or holes. 
Dark like mar land and smooth. 
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7. Padua land 
8. Dumat land 
9. Rakad land 
10. Kachhar land 
11. Sogr land 
12. Bareja land 
13. Khalij land 
: Light yellow soil. 
Dark coloured fat land. 
Red stony soil. 
Light brown soil that is found on river 
banks. 
Fat land like that of dumat. 
This soil is found in the Pali village of 
Lalitpur Tehsil in which pan is 
cultivated. 
Dry land on the surface of rivers which is 
mostly sandy and used for the production 
of Kharbuza and water-melon. This soil 
is chiefly found in Mhowranipur Tehsil. 
On the basis of the district's natural condition assessment 
areas were formed and in each area revenue rates were settled 
according to the category of land. By selecting an area as sample, 
value of the produce was determined. Since lump sum rates were 
in practice in which the cultivator cultivated land of different 
kinds on certain revenue rate, it was difficult for the authorities to 
settle revenue on different categories of land. For settling the 
revenue rates for different categories of lands, a list was prepared. 
The total expenditure on the whole exercise of settlement was 
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Rs.7,38,899 out of which 3,17,561 rupees were spent in the 
preparation of record and Rs.4,21,338 on assessment work. 
Effect of Revenue System: 
During the colonial period (1803-1947), Bundelkhand was 
socially and economically backward. Harsh rates of revenue were 
implemented during this period. The Settlement Officers were 
generally army officers of the British. They had neither experience 
of the area nor knowledge of the financial capacity of the people. 
The general tendency was of extracting more and more from the 
people. It appears that the administration was testing the capacity 
of the people in paying the revenue. There was no uniform policy 
of revenue in entire Bundelkhand. The officers were in the race of 
collecting more and more revenue to please their higher officers. 
The methods of settling revenue applied at different places 
themselves indicate their irregularities and contradictions. For 
example, in 1874 Caddie, the Settlement Officer had classified 
villages in many groups for the purpose of settling the rates.^'^ On 
the other hand Peterson, the Settlement Officer in 1881 settled the 
revenue in Karvi sub-division of the district by dividing it in 
groups according to the quality of the land.^' 
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In 1903, the last Settlement Officer Pirn thought of 
adopting soft attitude for assessment of revenue in Jhansi 
(including Lalitpur pargana) keeping in view of the famine and 
other natural calamities that had occurred there. They tried to 
implement the same policy as they had followed in Ajmer in the 
same condition.^-' But due to shortage of irrigation there were 
difficulties in implementing this policy but keeping in view the 
ravages of famine caused in 1896-97, the British authorities 
thought it necessary to implement here the process that was being 
applied in Ajmer.^'' So a survey was made to record the cultivable 
land only. Finally, full rates were imposed on the cultivable land 
and the lower rates were applied on the rest of the land. Therefore, 
a system of resettling the revenue after every five years was 
established when there was an increase or decrease of 10% in 
production was noticed and if 15% decrease is found, there was a 
provision of fresh settlement in between.^^ The result of this 
settlement was that the classification of the land remained the 
same and the assessments were implemented only on the chaks that 
were made for the assessment purpose. On the waste land which 
was found 1,16,252 acres or 19.42% out of lands that paid revenue 
in cash, Pim gave concession of 47,247 rupees or 5.36% from the 
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stipulated revenue.^^ Out of above amount 14 thousand rupees 
were considered as sair income. Natural production like fruits and 
fish were counted in sair income. The cultivators of Lalitpur 
pargana particularly included their area of sair income into their 
total land holdings.^^ In this area the rates were settled on the 
lump sum basis and these were implemented in the two broad 
division-Tareta (irrigated land) and natural land.^^ The rates were 
settled by substrating the har land from the total cultivable land.^' 
The administration adopted the soft policy due to natural 
calamities in most of the areas of the district. This way large 
portion of land was excluded from the cultivable land. This 
method was adopted to save the cultivators from the pressure of 
natural calamities. In this settlement Pim also gave relaxation on 
nauzar land (land that was newly made cultivable) and gave 
remission from revenue on these lands for a year. This policy of 
revenue assessment was in vogue until 1937 when Congress 
partially took the charge of government." 
Barring Gursarai and Kakarbai, in the last settlement, the 
revenue of Jhansi came down. It was Rs. 1,34,594 at the end of 
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settlement in 1892.^^ The revenue of Lalitur pargana was 
Rs.40,052 less than that settled by Hore in 1899. 73 
The term of settlement of 1868 was extended for 10 years. 
The reason of the extension of the term was the same as was the 
case in the extension of the term from 30"^  June 1884 to 30"" June 
1892 in the entire district. The next inspection started in 1895-97. 
Villages were divided on their natural condition. Suitable rates 
were fixed according to the quality of land. Land was divided into 
four categories. They were termed as moti, patri, tari and dumat. 
Those cultivators who cultivated their land on cash basis, their 
land was assessed on the same basis. This was not applied on 
cultivation by non-resident cultivators an transferable land (or 
fluctuating land) and utar chadhao wali Jot. For these lands after 
procuring proportionate rates, the revenue of the whole year was 
fixed on new rates. Out of total cultivable area, nauzar land on 
which one year revenue was waived off, was substracted. This sort 
of concession was given in many villages. Some villages of lower 
revenue were divided into three groups of black soil. In about 562 
villages where no permanent destruction was found, the revenue 
was settled on the basis of yearly record. In 207 villages where 
permanent destruction had taken place, the revenue assessment 
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was superficially made for 5 years on the basis of fasli year 1305 
(1897-98). An ordinary demand was made and it was decided to 
exact them in 1903-04. The basis of this realization was on the 
figures recorded in 1902-03. In the rest 8 villages the basis of 
revenue demand was yearly proportionate capital. This was 
thought the standard of normal condition of villages. The 
realization of this demand had to be made after three years. 
1896-97 was the year of famine. Other natural calamities 
also destroyed crops later. In 1901-02, the revenue demand was 
lessened from Rs.5,38,816 to Rs.4,49,308. The Lalitpur pargana 
was not included in it and on its demand, in 1903 it was reduced to 
Rs. 1,62,791. Thereafter a temporary assessment process was 
started and it was decided to settle revenue in five years. The basis 
of this decision was 10% fluctuation in cultivation or of 15% 
damage in cultivation.^'* 
Assessment of Revenue Settlement : 
In Bundelkhand no fixed policy could be was formulated 
for revenue assessment. Consequently, rates of revenue were not 
uniform. The record of these districts reveal that one Settlement 
Officer Captain Gordon followed the policy of deciding the rates 
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on production while Danniei and Davidson fixed revenue 
according to the category of land. Even so, Jenkinson who 
finalized settlement in Jhansi in 1864 gave importance to Jumma. 
He wrote that during three years in this task, he had got the 
opportunity of knowing the fertility and capacity of the villages of 
Jhansi district so closely that he could say with firmness that the 
assessment in this district was made impartially. Jumma was 
assessed on lower rates and it was not much less. The zamindars 
could pay it without difficulty. In the case of pargana Jhansi, he 
emphasized that the assessment here was extremely impartial and 
uniform.^^ 
The claim of impartiality "made by Jenkinson may be true 
but in the new assessment of the whole district, the rates were not 
uniform. If the rates were less in some parganas, these were high 
in other parganas J^ As regards accuracy in assessment, Jenkinson 
has refuted his own statement. The contradiction is seen in his 
following statement, "This claim that in pargana Bhander the 
revenue demand was less from other places in the district was a 
clever and suspicious statement".^^ The disparity of revenue rates 
in Mhow and Padwaha was teasing. In short, we can say that in 
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these parganas, some villages were assessed on very low rates 
while some villages were assessed on extremely high rates 78 
Danniel who made assessment of these villages either did 
not pay attention to remove this disparity or he did not have 
complete knowledge about it. The heavy burden of revenue had far 
reaching effects. The most important effect was that the economic 
condition of the cultivators in these two parganas was badly 
deteriorated. While making investigation of the balance due on the 
zamindars of pargana Mhow, J.S. Porter concluded that the 
difficulties of revenue rates were responsible for the problems of 
local population.'^ 
Due to severe damages caused by natural calamities, the 
first regular Settlement of district Jhansi became irregular. It was 
after much difficulty the work of the first settlement had started 
but this district was engulfed in a severe famine in 1868-69.*' The 
situation became worst when in 1872 due to excessive rain Kansh 
was developed in 40,000 acres area.*^ For all these reasons the 
cultivators were economically damaged and they were forced by 
circumstances to sell their lands to the money-leaders.*^ Therefore 
this settlement could not work properly. 
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During the second settlement also the situation worsened. 
However, the production recorded increase of 18.81% . Perhaps 
for this reason land revenue was increased to 12%. To some 
extent this increase was due to the imposition of land revenue on 
the land on which revenue was waived off.^ ^ The time of economic 
difficulties occurred during the first settlement did not stop, the 
development of Kansh and other natural calamities continued to 
happen from time to time.*^ Therefore, the cultivators could not 
get support to improve their economic condition from this 
settlement. 
The critical analysis of the Settlement in Lalitpur district 
reveals that rates were not uniform but harsh. The facts tell us that 
the Jumma settled by the Settlement Officers was reduced later on 
by the officers.** However, during the first regular settlement in 
Lalitpur, land revenue was reduced but the villages which were in 
the zamindari of the industrialists, land revenue was increased in 
them while in the villages which were in the zamindari of Thakurs, 
land revenue was less.*' This way, the industrialist zamindars were 
given no support while Thakur Zamindars who were influential in 
the area were given relaxation. 
103 
Though Hore had fixed the term of the second settlement 
for 30 years but this could not be completed due to the severe 
results of famine, development of Kansh and natural calamities.^° 
Therefore, this settlement was again operated in 1903 with the 
second settlement of Jhansi. Though land revenue was reduced this 
time, but the cultivators could not get rid of the ravages of natural 
calamities.^' 
The above analysis reveals that work of revenue 
administration caused same difficulties in Jhansi and Lalitpur 
districts. At both the places the Settlements could not complete 
their term easily. This can be said on the basis of our study that 
these settlement gave no benefit to the people of these districts. 
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CHAPTER - V 
SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITION OP THE STATES 
AND JA6IRS OF BUNDELiCHAND 
The boundaries of Bundelkhand states had been changing in 
correspondence with the power held by the Maratha empire and its 
governors since 1742 till the end of 1857. During the governorship 
of Naroshankar (1742-57) the state of Jhansi had been much larger 
than in the governorships of other subedars. He had expanded the 
boundary of Jhansi state sufficiently by annexing half of the 
Orchha state and many of the parganas of Datia. The provinces of 
Jhansi upto river Ghasan including Mau Ranipur and Barua Sagar 
were under his sway.' Tht parganas of Garontha, Erach, Bhander, 
Karaira and Month and their forts (garhis) were also in his 
possession. Towards south-west the region beyond Babina upto the 
bank of river Betwa came under Jhansi province. From the other 
bank of Betwa lay the land of Chanderi state and the region of 
Sindhia. The eight brother jagirdars of Ghukhai, Bijna, Todi 
Fatehpur, Banka Pahari, Karri, Pasari, Tarawati and Chirgaon; and 
the Thakur of Kakarbai had accepted the subordination of the 
subedar of Jhansi and paid him Khandni. He exercised control 
upto the senwara jagir of Datia state and its fort and was their 
protector.^ These were maximum limits of Jhansi state. 
After Naroshankar's removal from governorship and the 
battle of Panipat (1761), during the governorship of Vishwas Rao 
Laxman (1766-70) and Raghunath Hari Niwalkar (1771-94) these 
limits continued to be reduced or increased in proportion to the 
corresponding position of Marathas and the power of these 
subedars in northern India. These boundaries continued to recede 
till the coming of Shiva Rao Bhau on the throne in 1794-1814. 
There were two main reasons for it. On the one hand, the Maratha 
empire was on decline and with the abolition of Peshwai in 1817 
the main base and support of the Maratha institution in Jhansi had 
been ended. On the other, all successors of Shiva Rao Hari-
namely, Ram Chandra Rao (1815-35), Raghunath Rao (1835-38) 
and Gangadhar Rao (1839-53) were incapable, weak and ease 
loving. They even started mortgaging the talluqas of Jhansi. As a 
result the boundaries of Jhansi state receded and its income 
declined. During the reign of Ramchandra Rao (1815-35) the 
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income of the state declined from 18 lakh to 12 lakh, while during 
Raghunath Rao's period (1835-58) it further declined from 12 lakh 
to only 3 lakhs.^ In this way, the provinces of Jhansi state were 
gradually lost and after the death of Gangadhar Rao when Jhansi 
was confiscated by the British it comprised only six parganas in 
all as the remnants of Maratha rule. These parganas were Jhansi, 
Mau, Pichhaura, Karaira, Bijigarh and Pandwaha. They too, 
altogether had only 696 villages.'' 
The accounts left by travellers and British officials, who 
visited Jhansi from time to time, are very useful for getting 
information about the Maratha state of Jhansi and the general 
condition of the city. These accounts provide enough information 
about the contemporary economic condition, trade, commodities of 
exchange, people's mode of living and the city administration etc. 
Regarding physical geography of the fort and the city of 
Jhansi, Major Sleeman, who came here in December 1835, writes 
that the fort of Jhansi was situated on a small hillock whose walls 
were about 100 feet high from the ground. This height was 
presumed by him from the top of the highest bastion of the fort. At 
the foot of this hillock and towards the east was situated the city. 
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The city was surrounded by large tracts of land which was 
irrigated by 4-5 ponds.^ Sleeman's account appears to be correct as 
even today both the fort and the city are found in the same 
position. 
A more elaborate and beautiful description of the city is 
found in the travelogue of Godse who came to Jhansi during the 
reign of Rani Laxmi Bai. He mentions Jhansi as a very beautiful 
and pleasant city in northern India. Its fort, built by the Mughals, 
is very old and beautiful, and is situated on a hillock to the west of 
the city. The fort, surrounded by a moat filled with water, has one 
gateway only; and can accommodate 400 persons. The highest 
building inside the fort is the main palace with eight chaukis and 
rest of the edifices are small bungalows in which state's offices 
are located. To the west of the palace is a big field with several 
trees and is meant for military exercise. The outer wall is very 
thick and strong; and at intervals it has mounds (^ t%) windows 
(^ 'MT) and bastions {%^). Under the bastions are large 
subterranean cells. The Khas Mahal is a well decorated building 
and is of such a large size that it takes one full month to see all the 
verandahs and chambers of the palace. The entire palace is 
equipped with parlours at places with carpets and cushions. All 
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around it are placed vases in which odorous and pleasant flowers 
are blooming. The southern part of the palace is a seven storeyed 
structure. In the north, after climbing 25 steps, there was a plain 
terrace flowing through which water continuously fell into the tank 
below. Adjacent to the tank a pleasant flower-garden was laid out 
which had various types of fruit trees like grape-vines, mango, 
guava, etc. A small bungalow was built in the garden which was 
popularly called Shankar fort. It was a sort of pleasure - house and 
was provided with all types of luxurious things. 
The city of Jhansi had a fortified rampart wall enclosing the 
fort on its north and south sides. The walls were high and strong 
enough with bastions at intervals. In addition to the five principal 
gateways through which elephants with litters above could pass, 
there were many small doorways in the whole wall. Within this 
walled enclosure, towards the east of the fort, was a very large 
open field after which started the city and the two were connected 
by means of good roads. The city was densely populated with a 
network of clean roods. Some of the chief localities including 
Kortipura and Halwaipura etc. are full of lofty mansions (havelis) 
which add to the majesty of the city. In the middle part of the city, 
the members of the affluent families have laid out a very big 
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garden containing five-six baolis in it. Besides this, there are a 
number of small gardens in the different parts of the city. There is 
a government haveli in the city whose architectural work is worth 
seeing. Mostly houses are more than one storey high buildings. 
Because of the situation of Vindhyas in the neighbourhood, Jhansi 
receives heavy rainfall. Therefore, houses instead of being flat-
roofed, are covered with tiles. In each and every house there is a 
well and water level is not very deep. 
Outside the southern gateway of the city is a very large pond, 
closed to which is a huge Toley Jung temple which is dedicated to 
Maha Laxmi, the local deity (Kuladevi) of the people of Jhansi. 
Therefore, a very heavy amount has been fixed for its 
maintenance. The arrangement of nandadeep, pooja, mahanaivedh, 
shahnai, gayak, nartaki and the management of dharmashala etc. 
are made pretty well. From Ashadh (July) till chait (April) temple 
is accessible only by boat; and only during the months of vaishakh 
(May) and Jaishth (J4ine) it is possible to go on foot. In addition to 
this, there are many other big temples of Ganapati and Vishnu in 
the city whose expenses are met out by the Jhansi state. There is a 
large water tank (chopra) in the city.^ Godse writes that "Like 
Pune in the south, Jhansi is in the north (Hindustan)". 
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It is to be remembered here that the fort of Jhansi was built 
by Orchha ruler Vir Singh Deo in 1617-18; and the credit to get 
the city of Jhansi inhabited goes to its first subedar Naro Shankar 
(1742-57). He also laid out the Narayan garden^ which has now 
become a government nursery. It is said that the walled enclosure 
around the city, Laxmi temple and the pond were built by Shiv Rao 
Bhau (1754-1814).^ The enclosure with its gates and windows is 
still in a well preserved condition. There are in all 10 gateways 
and 4 windows, namely Khandey Rao Darwaza, Datia Darwaza, 
Unnao Darwaza, Sagar Darwaza, Sainyar Darwaza and Jhirna 
Darwaza. Between the Khande Rao and Datia gates is Ganpat 
window; between Datia and Unnao gates is Ali Gol window; 
between Mander and Badagaon gates is Sujey Khan's window 
while Jhagar window lies between the Laxmi and Sagar gates. 
Some portion of the city wall between the Sainyar and Jhirna gates 
was broken by the canons of Huroz. In order to widen the road 
connecting the city with Seepri and the railway station, the 
Khandey Rao gate has been recently demolished by the local 
municipal board. The old city of Jhansi was located within this 
enclosure and the gateway. 
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Maratha Jagir and States: 
All administrative powers were centred in the hands of the 
subedar and the ruler of Jhansi. He was c-in-c of the army, chief 
justice as well as the administrator of the state. His orders were 
the law, which he used arbitrarily and also awarded punishment. 
However, he appointed a diwan and bakhshi as his assistants in the 
discharge of his duties. They acted as mukhtar (attorney) and vakil 
(agents) of the subedar in establishing diplomatic relations with 
other states. For example, major Sleeman mentions Raja 
Ramchandra Rao's diwan Marogopal and Godsay refers to Laxman 
Rao as diwan of Rani Laxmi Bai.' They write that the position of 
diwan was something like that of the Prime Minister 
(Pradhanmantri). He looked after all matters of the state and was 
the chief advisor of the king. His post was higher than that of the 
Bakhshi. Among the officials who came to well come Sleeman on 
his arrival at Jhansi in December 1835, diwan Narogopal was in 
front of the Bakhshi and the latter was behind him."* The bakhshi 
was responsible for the maintenance of the army including the 
disbursement of their salary; and if need be he held the command 
of the army. Besides him, there were military commanders {sena 
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nayaks) as well. Rani Laxmi Bai, however, had two diwan 
Raghunath Singh and Jawahar Singh.'' 
Shiv Rao Bhau appointed Nana Bhau as the guardian'^ of his 
minor grandson Ramchandra Rao and Gopal Bhau as his diwan. 
Narasimha Rao served as vakil in the court of Gwalior on behalf of 
Raja Raghunath Rao, the ruler of Jhansi.''' In the city, there was an 
old kotwali of pre-British period and also a mint house (taksal) 
was located at the foot of the fort. This locality is still known as 
taksal-Muhalla.' ^ 
Like the rulers of Sagar and Jalon states, the Maratha 
subedars of Jhansi state were also influenced with the Mughal 
administrative system of the local Bundela rulers. They also 
established the same system in Jhansi by making certain additions 
of their own. Iht parganas and mahals of the Mughal and Bundela 
system were continued. Thus, the Maratha Kingdom of Jhansi was 
divided into parganas with their units of taalluqas and mauzas, 
etc. The village was the smallest unit of administration in the 
state. Jhansi was the capital city of the state and every pargana 
had a big town or city after which the pargana was known. For 
instance, pargana Mau Ranipur, pargana Jhansi, pargana Month, 
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pargana Barua sagar, etc. In these parganas officials like 
Kamabisdar or Maamalatdar or amils were appointed for the civil 
as well as land revenue administration. In the forts and garhis of 
these parganas qiladars were also appointed. All these officials 
were appointed by the subedar or the ruler of Jhansi and they all 
were answerable to him. Qiladar, maamalitdar and other officials 
worked in coordination with each other. Thus, when during the 
reign of Raja Ramchandra Rao, the jamadar and soldiers of the 
Barua Sagar fort were deputed in the maamalatdar of Pandit 
Jaswant Rao Gangadhar, they were directed to follow instructions 
given by him. The qiladar was responsible to protect the fort and 
was the commander of the soldiers garrisoned inside the fort. 
Sometimes, he assisted the maamalatdars and also kept an eye on 
the safety of parganas and mahals. Thus, when Naroshankar 
recommended Jagannath Ghodikar for the post of qiladar of 
Karaira, to his nephew Vishwas Rao Laxman in Jhansi, he wrote 
that in addition to the fort of Karaira Jagannath would also look 
after the affairs of the palace.'^ 
The Nanashahi Rupiya'' was the base of the Maratha 
currency system of Jhansi. The amount was counted in rupiya, 
anna, and pai. Other smaller coins of exchange were pai, adhela, 
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paisa, chhadam and adhanna. One paisa equaled 3 pais; adhela 
was one half of the paisa, and one adhanna equalled two paisas. 
The Gajshahi rupees of Orcha were also used in Jhansi.'* After the 
establishment of British rule in Jhansi the British rupee also came 
into circulation. The rate of exchange between English rupee and 
Nanashahi rupee of Jhansi was 1:1.20.'^ 
As all the documents of Jhansi were destroyed in the uprising 
of 1857, we have very limited information about the administrative 
system of the Maratha state. Yet from the above brief account we 
can understand the major aspects of the administration. It may be 
said that it was feudal and medieval system. Although in 
comparison to the modern administrative system and also in 
comparison with contemporary British system of the provinces, it 
was quite backward and defective. Yet, from the local view point 
it was workable and useful too. The caste-based local panchayats, 
then, conventionally enjoyed many rights and they were powerful 
units of administration. The Penal code was harsh, but it was quite 
cheap and quickly available. People were not afraid of inflation 
with the use of metal currency, and coins of small denomination 
were helpful in business transactions. Though it is true that the 
king or the subedar was the hub of the administration and his 
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benevolent or cruel attitude had direct effect on the administration. 
But, when after the death of Gangadhar Rao the Jhansi state was 
annexed to the British empire, since then till the death of Rani 
Laxmi Bai the loyalty and devotion that people of Jhansi showed 
towards the ruling family and even sacrificed their lives (for the 
state), this shows that they liked and preferred the rule of their 
own rulers over that of the English. 
The economic condition of Jhansi was generally good. 
Though mostly people were agriculturists but, the main reason of 
Jhansi's prosperity was its industries and trade. An English 
traveler Hunter came to Jhansi in 1792. He writes that the trading 
caravans from South bound to Farrukhabad and other cities of 
doah passed through Jhansi. Therefore, much happiness and 
prosperity prevails there which has been further increased with the 
trade of Chanderi cloth and the manufacture of weapons-bows, 
arrows and spears, by the Bundela tribals.^" Hunter's statement 
shows that iron industry of Jhansi was very developed at that time 
and weapons were manufactured on such a large scale that they 
were exported in heavy quantity. Godsay also mentions that Jhansi 
was famous for manufacturing good quality brass items.^'AS 
Jhansi is situated on the national highway which connects north 
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India with South India, therefore, large number of merchant 
caravans, bound from south to north or north to south, passed from 
here. 
When after the death of Gangadhar Rao English rule was 
established in Jhansi, then in 1854 captain R.D. Garden was 
appointed here as Dy. Superintendent. He has written in one of his 
reports that the importance of Jhansi is due to its central location. 
All kinds of conveyance are in abundance here. Every day 
Banjaras (grain merchants) from the fertile districts of the South, 
Bhilsa, Bhopal and Malwa carry their grain towards the north, on 
thousands of bullocks and, where good roads are available, by 
means of carriages. Cotton is imported from the west which is 
brought to Kalpi. In return of it, the carriages laden with sugar, 
Kirana (grocery), etc. are sent back to Indore and Western 
provinces. Salt also comes from west. According to Garden, in 
1854 grain alone worth rupees 30 lakhs passed through Jhansi in 
the caravans of banjaras, whose daily coming and going was a 
great source of income for Jhansi state by way of toll and duty on 
the one hand; and on the other, the local merchants, their agents 
and retailers would have also benefited from it, as a result of this 
the economic condition of masses would have also improved. 
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Besides grain, cloth trade also progressed in Jhansi. Godsay 
mentions that cotton and silken cloth and carpets are available in 
Jhansi in abundance. He writes that carpets, silk cloth and brass 
wares that are found in this city are not found elsewhere.^^ He got 
dhotis with silk borders for wearing, doshalas as covering, and 
fine turbans for the head. At that time, a pair of fine dhotis cost 
Rs.l2/- and a good quality turban {pagdi) valued Rs.20/- Rani 
Laxmi Bai once gifted an embroidered shawl to Godse. Rani 
herself liked to wear white sari of Chanderi and sometimes she 
used to wear a trousers (pyjama), jacket (bandi) and a cap with 
tiara on her head. Her maid servants used to wear embroidered 
bodices (Choliyan). Once in winter season, the Rani ordered to 
distribute a cotton cap, cotton jacket and a white or black blanket 
among the poor of the city.^^ 
The Muslin or malmal (linen) of Chanderi was very popular 
and Jhansi was a good market of it. A French traveler Rosslet 
came to Jhansi in February 1867. He has given an account of 
various commodities, which were available here, especially the 
Muslin of Chanderi. He writes that "the local commodities, 
especially the Muslin of Chanderi, which is made of soft yarn, has 
a big market here. It is given much value in India and is sold on 
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high price. The Chanderi Muslin {malmal) is so light that one can 
make an apple-size ball of the full dress length cloth of it. The 
cotton clothes of blue colour, from the bank of Ghasan river, are 
also sold here in a large quantity, and they are very popular.^" It is 
to be remembered here that Rooslet came to Jhansi ten years after 
the mutiny when Jhansi had lost its previous prosperity which it 
enjoyed before 1857. It may, therefore, be assumed that the trade 
of all these commodities would have been more flourishing in 
those days. Woolen cloth industry was also much developed in 
Jhansi and the woolen carpets from Jhansar were very famous. 
Sleeman liked them very much and writes, "Jhansi is famous for 
carpets".^^ He also describes gardens and orchards of Jhansi and 
fruits and vegetables being grown therein; and particularly praises 
the orange trees and their sweetness.^^ 
Apart from these merchants, other merchants of Jhansi, of 
whom Gahoi, Vaishya, Agrawal, etc. were prominent ones, also 
dealt in grain, tilhan and cloth on a very large scale. The oilman 
community was also of a considerable size in Jhansi and oil-
making was their main profession. They lived in different 
localities situated in the outer parts between Unnao and Sagar 
gates, and also in the tilyau bazariya. The weaver community 
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(julaha/Kushta) made loin cloth (dhotis), lahnga (petti-coat) and 
thick-cloth {motakaprd) in large quantity. They lived in that 
quarter of the city which Godsay calls Kontipura. It was also 
known as Kushtyana Muhalla. Mauranipur was also a good market 
{mandi) of grain and cloth. It is said that because of the oppressive 
attitude of their rulers, a large number of merchants from 
Chhatarpur migrated to Mauranipur and took shelter here during 
the time of Raghunath Hari Niwalkar. 
The inhabitants of Jhansi were generally well off and if 
draught or famine did not take place and if Jhansi had not been 
attacked by the British, it was not difficult for them to earn their 
livelihood or to live a comfortable life. However, the condition of 
labourers and landless cultivators was not good and the low caste 
people were definitely exploited. 
Condition of Masses: 
The social organization of the Maratha Jagir (of Jhansi) was 
similar to that of the neighboring states of Orchha, Datia and 
Chhatarpur. However, an important difference in the social 
condition of these states was that Marathas and Brahmans were in 
majority in Jhansi as compared to other states. Jhansi was the 
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biggest Maratha colony in the Bundelkiiand region. When Godsay 
came to Jhansi he found 300 houses of Maharashtrian Brahmans 
here in addition to the local Brahmans. Thus, he writes that Jhansi 
was a very favourable city for Brahmans. It may rightly be said 
that 'as Pune is in the South so is Jhansi in the North'.^' The 
majority of Brahmans lived in Jhansi including the famous 
Brahman intellectuals of Maharashtra, such as during the reign of 
Raghunath Hari Nawalkar there was Narayan Shastri; and in the 
time of Gangadhar Rao-Vinayak Bhatt, Bhaiya Upasane and 
Lalbhau Dekre, who was also Kulopadhayaya of the royal family, 
were all Maharashtrian Brahman scholars. Rani Laxmi Bai's diwan 
Laxman Rao Deshrath, according to Godsay, was an illiterate 
person, having no knowledge of how to read or write, but was very 
intelligent and far sighted person. Under the patronage of the 
state all types of ceremonies and Yajna like Navachandi, 
Saptchandi, saptshati, etc. were organized by the Brahmans; and 
in the temple of Mahalaxmi the grand feasts {Sahastra Bhojan) 
were also organized by them. It was such an important custom that 
even when Jhansi was being attacked by the English, 100 
Brahmans had been sat in the Ganapati temple for the ceremony. 
Horoscope, wedding, gotra, muhurat, etc. were recognized 
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practices in the society for which Brahmans again enjoyed respect 
and an elevated status. 
Under the influence of Brahmans the society was divided 
into three varnas high, low and untouchables. Among the upper 
castes Chhatrya, Brahman, vaishya, Kayastha, Khatri, etc. were 
prominent. The lower castes included Khangar, Basaur, Mangi, 
etc. Yadav or Ahir, and Gujar, Panwar, Changere, Thakur, etc. 
were also in good number. Among professional castes mention 
may be made of Tamere, Kasere, goldsmith, blacksmith, potter, 
etc. All these castes had their respective caste panchayats to deal 
with the social disputes. In Jhansi state Hindus were in majority. 
Hence Rooslet calls it "Hindu City". Muslims were very small in 
number. In 1874 they were only 4 per cent of their total number at 
the time of independence.^" 
Religion, at that time, was an important and compulsory part 
of people's social life. Being a Brahmanical state and Brahmans 
being more influential, the religious affairs and ceremonies, as has 
been seen above, were considered very important. 
There were a large number of temples in the city. The most 
famous ones were Khanderao temple, Ganesh temple, Pakuiyon 
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temple, Murli Manohar temple, the Shiv temple of Jhirna and the 
Laxmi temple. The statues of Radha Krishna Ramasita, Shiva, 
Ganesh etc. were enshrined in these temples. Inside the fort is also 
an old Shiva temple. The Ganesh temple belonged to 
Maharashtrians while Gusains had their own temples dedicated to 
Shiva at many places in the city. They lived in Mathas 
(monasteries) wherein they also had gyms and temples. The 
remnants of the mathas still survive and there exists even today in 
the middle of the city a locality called after their name 
Gosainpura. Sleeman has specifically mentioned the temples built 
by Gosains; and also gives an account of their involvement in 
trade and the accumulation of wealth by them.^' Sleeman also 
informs the rulers of Jhansi did not build their tombs but erected 
temples above the samadhis in order to protect them from being 
disregarded by the people. He mentions such a temple on the 
Samadhi of Ramchandra Rao.^^ Rooslet also describes the 
samadhis of Jhansi rulers which he saw there.^^ 
Muslims comprised two sects -Shia and Sunni. Both of them 
had their own mosques within the Chand Darwaza and Ali Gol 
window respectively. They also organized Taziya processions. We 
do not get any information about communal discord in Jhansi. On 
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the contrary, references to the appointment of Muslims in different 
departments of Brahmans' administration are found. For example, 
darogha Bakhshish AH; Kaley Khan risaldar, Muhiuddin Khan 
risaldar, Khudabakhsh, Dost Khan topchi, Husain Ali Khan 
risaldar, Shaikh Muhammad Bakhshi, Faiz Ali, Suleh Muhammad 
local physicians, etc.^ "* Since Muslims had enjoyed protection and 
respect in Jhansi, they whole heartedly supported Rani Laxmi Bai 
against the British. 
Condition of women in general was not appreciable. They 
were supposed to remain within the four walls of the house. Even 
Rani laxmi Bai had to live in the veil (observe purdah) during the 
life time of her husband. Godsay writes that going out of the 
palace was beyond imagination while even within the palace she 
(Bai Sahib) mostly lived in close observation. Her palace was all 
the time guarded by the armed women. Man folk could not even 
look at there.^^ Marriage of minors {bal-vivah) and the unmatched 
marriages (bel- mail vivah) were a common practice. There was a 
difference of 30 years in the age of Rani Laxmi Bai and her 
husband Gangadhar Rao. After Laxmi Bai's marriage, her father 
Maropant also got himself remarried. If the bride's family was 
poor, taking money from bridegroom's side was not considered to 
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be bad. Laxmi Bai's father took marriage expanses from 
Gangadhar Rao. Similarly, Rani Laxmi Bai gave Rs.400/- to a 
needy Brahman for a girl. Sale and purchase of slave girls was 
prevalent. Godsay writes that girls of good families were 
purchased and brought from South to be appointed as slave girls of 
Rani laxmi Bai.^^ Female education was negligible. In rich families 
girls were just made familiar with reading and writing." But, 
mostly women remained illiterate. 
About femal beauty Godsay writes that "the women of Jhansi 
are very graceful, and especially their eyes are big and eyeballs 
black".•'^ Sometimes, even among the low-caste women, an extra 
ordinary beauty may be seen. Godsay mentions in a very 
interesting manner the illicit relations of Narayan Shastri and a 
sweepress (bhanjin) during the reign of Madhav Rao Peshwa.^' 
Generally, ladies had a liking for good quality clothes and 
ornaments. They were fond of wearing costly sarees, embroidered 
petti-coats {Lehngas) and green-red dupattas. As per their family's 
economic condition/status, they used to wear jewellery from head 
to feet. They used to wear anklets (todey) and other ornaments of 
gold, silver and of diamond or pearls in their feet.'"' In the folk 
songs {Raso) of Jhansi, poet Madnesh mentions many 
129 
contemporary ornaments Vike-bindiya on the forehead, Karnaphool 
(lar rings), thusi, bichauli and guluband in the neck, dauri, kakna 
(bracelets), chhalla and hathphool in the hands; Kardhani on the 
waist; paizeb, gujri, payal, bichhiya, anota, etc. in the feet. The 
women adorned themselves by applying mehndi (henna) on the 
palms and soles, aalta on feet, anjan in the eyes; and they also 
used betel leaves (pan) whose redness enhanced their beauty two 
folds.'' 
The Nivalkar subedars of Jhansi had a passion for education 
and literature. Although there was not much propagation of 
education. Yet, people took interest in literary pursuits which has 
been continued till today. Raghunath Hari Nivalkar established a 
state library during his reign. When William Hunter came to Jhansi 
in 1792, he was astonished to see here many English books 
including the second edition of the Encyclopedia Britanica. 
Hunter's companion Parsan gifted Gilchrist's dictionary to the 
subedar. With the passage of time many more valuable books 
were added to this library and it became an achievement of Jhansi 
state. Godsay writes it was a very big and properly managed 
library in Jhansi. Whosoever ruled over Jhansi, he took keen 
interest in its maintenance. The important and rare books in its 
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collection include all the four Vedas with their parts; Smiritis; 
puranas; jyotish literature, ayurved, etc. It was such a rich library 
in religious sources that even Pandits from Kashi used to come 
here to consult the required books in this library. All these books 
were kept and maintained in a very beautiful and durable 
manner. 
The theatre was another important achievement of the 
Maratha state of Jhansi. Local as well as troupes of other places 
used to come and stage their plays here. Godsay tells us that 
during his stay in Jhansi a drama troupe came from Konkan on the 
occasion of holi festival. They performed many plays in the city. 
Adequate arrangements for their stay and subsistence were made 
by the orders of Rani Laxmi Bai. They were also invited into the 
fort for staging some plays. The play Harishchandra was staged 
many times and was liked very much. Finally, the troupes were 
rewarded and all the artists were honoured by the state. Many 
veteran singers, musicians and the well known craftsmen of the 
country were living in Jhansi. He also mentions court musicians."'* 
Some of the important actresses and dancers of the stage in the 
time of Gangadhar Rao were Nauratna Bai, Panna Bai, Moti Bai, 
Heera Bai, Jawahar Bai, and Suroop Bai.'*^ When major Sleeman 
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came to Jhansi in December 1835, Raghunath Rao invited dancers 
and signers for his entertainment/^ Apart from bugle (x^ T^T i^t) 
Shahnai, sitar, etc. were the commonly used musical 
instrument. The inhabitants of Jhansi led a good life. They were 
interested in music and singing, drama and also in teaching. The 
painters of Jhansi were also famous for their paintings, 
particularly for paper miniatures and wall murals.''^ Godse writes 
that the miniatures of Jhansi are matchless.''* 
The residents of Jhansi used to well come their guests by 
offering them betel-leaves (pan) and scent (itr). Sleeman on his 
arrival at Jhansi was well corned in the same manner by Rani 
Sakhu Bai and Raghunath Rao.'*' The happiness and cultural life of 
the people of Jhansi were manifested in their festivals. Godsay 
particularly describes the festivals of holi and haldi kun kun. On 
the day of holi there was rejoicing every where and people greeted 
each other by offering betel and nut (pan-supari) Haldi Kun Kun 
was a Maharashtrian festival and its celebration during the reign of 
Laxmi Bai, as described by the Godsay, has been already given 
above. The poet Madnes has given a very fascinating account of 
the festival of Manjaris in his work Laxmi Bai Raso^° Some of the 
famous poets during the period of Gangadhar Rao and Laxmi Bai 
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were Padmesh, Hridesh, Bhaggi Dauji, Shayam, etc. They were 
considered to be the 'gems' of Jhansi. Similarly, Mughal Khan in 
singing, Durga in dance and Sukhlal in painting were some of the 
persons who had no match in their respective fields. 
During 115 years of Maratha rule in Jhansi, the local 
Bundelkhandi civilization and culture of Jhansi mingled with the 
civilization and culture of Maharashtra. As a result of this 
intermingling a hybrid form of civilization emerged in which 
local language, living pattern, music and singing, painting and 
even the social customs of both the cultures seem to have been 
influenced with each other. Besides this, rulers of the area 
maintained social and cultural relations with the rulers of the 
Rajput states. Their correspondence in given in Appendix - 3. 
People's {Lok) Festifal 'Akhti' in Bundelkhand: 
This festival is quite popular social occasion which is 
celebrated in the month of bright part of Baisakh (May-June). 
Husbands of newly married girls with their brothers come for 
gauna (to take their wives with their home). 
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The newly married girls worshipped goddess gauri to get 
husband like Lord Shiva and observed many fastes to go with their 
husbands as early as possible. So on arrival of this occassion they 
are overjoyed and feel thrilled. On this occassion a folk poet 
composed a poem or geet. In this Sita is used as symbol to 
describe the mental condition of a girl in the following words. 
FTera" 4>J-Hc1 f^VcTT ^ STT^ -RTi TT^ft "tTHTT f ^ t ^ M 
Though they had to go their husband's home {sasural) but 
they wanted to recall memories of their childhood but seeing those 
persons who came to take her therefore these village girls say to 
their mothers: 
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Mother consoles her and puts her head in her lap. How can 
she say goodbye to her so early so with full emotions she says to 
her daughter: 
f^Ter eft ^TJpfr ^ c T f t ^ ' ^ eft ^ " t ^ 3 T ^ ^ T 
arrci; fer^arr T=r?T3 Ft "^ %' ^ eft t f f^^T TT ^^TT 
She says to her daughter that you play with guriya (doll), 
distribute son and go with your friends to meet the banyan 
(bargad) tree. Those who have come to take you either return back 
or wait two or three days more here only then I will allow them to 
take you alongwith them. 
In Bundelkhand for "gauna " maternal as well as all related 
cousins come with the husband of newly married girl. In the 
former times they used to be lodged under the trees particularly 
the banyan tree. This tree is famous for its great vastness and 
expanse and therefore it is worshippable. The persons who are here 
to take newly married girl are staying under the tree therefore she 
encounters with the problem of going there. On this occasion she 
says following words: 
"ar^Tcfr ^-SPT # ^ WToFJ-^ ^TU ^ T cT^ ^ ^ feT^3 fT I " 
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This festival is celebrated with full enjoyment on the 
"Akshaya Tritiya" in the bright part of Baisakh (April - May). 
According to the Puranas this day is auspicious. In Bundelkhand's 
folk life this festival of "Akhti" or "Aakhateej" assumed social 
and cultural importance and had special status. This is first sacred 
day of new year. 
In Bundelkhand the boys-girls, youth and young girls and 
men-women celebrate this festival for making their fortune 
forever. Girls by worshipping guriyas (dolls) desired to make their 
childhood memorable forever and the married women their married 
and sexual life enjoyable. The peasants are full of expections of 
good agricultural production or season while youths expect 
success in life by flying kites. Thus this festival assumes 
significance in the life of each and every member of society. 
On this occassion the women of Bundelkhand celebrate this 
festival by taking bath in river and tanks in the morning. Houses, 
Bakhri, por, gates and other parts of residences are whitewashed 
with full bright colours. The food is prepared which was consisted 
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of dal, kadi, rice, papad, kapariya, roti or hig rotis of maida, milk, 
and the juice of mangoes. On this occassion the relatives too are 
invited. The peasants whose agricultural activities are done by 
"maidar" that is, agricultural labourers are also invited to take 
food. 
This folk festival is intimately attached to the agricultural 
life of the peasants. From this day the cultivation is started. On the 
same day the peasants of the region with the consultation of his 
Purohit plough their fields. This is called to take harayata. The 
rich peasants take harayata from their halwaha i.e., agricultural 
labour. 
By this time the rabi crop becomes ready to cut. Main 
production of this crop is wheat and gram. A preparation of wheat 
and gram known satua is prepared. This is food of common people 
and for the people of Bundelkhand it is extremely rich diet which 
is clear from following stanza: 
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In the evening well dressed married and unmarried women 
go in group to worship the banyan tree keeping waterpot on their 
head or back. During this process they sung song with full 
enjoyment. The banyan tree is worshipped with water and Dewal 
and offering Son and takes round of it. Nanand, (husband's sister), 
bhabhi (brother's wife), dewar (husband's brother) make jokes 
with each other. They ask from each other about their husband's 
name. In the following geet Dewar Laxman enquires from his 
bhabhi presumed to be mythological Sita about her husband's 
name in a smiling way. But bhabhi too is in joking mood and gives 
answer in the same way: 
F ^ F ^ ^ ^ WT^ c=f«=JT^  ^ ^ ^S f r XT% ^ ^ n ^ I 
•^"R" ^ eTTcTr ^ f ^ ^ T ^ sft ^ T T cTcTT ^ "qiT I 
¥ ^ ¥•?? ^ - d ^ f t c=r«=JT^  ^ ^ ^ 3 f t T m ^ T^RT I 
TRT ^ chBi^ T f ^ xPT^ ^ 3ft ^TTcT l>><^M eft'H" I 
In the end dewar (brother-in-law) Laxman concedes defeat 
but his happiness reflects even in his defeat and he says: 
"?ftcrr *fl"5f|- chl^LI ^ecT^Tfr TTf ^ c f t ^•^nSf ^ -^Jcf I I 
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In another Bundeli folk song answering by a girl in this 
connection is remarkable: 
In the end she shyingly tells the name of her husband but 
displaying her embarrassment over her face. 
Blank place in the above saying she adds her husband's 
name. The thakurain means she is still newly married woman. 
Shyness in excess is natural with the newly married woman. This 
teasing is mainly confined to newly married girls and young girls. 
In returning back by worshipping the banyan tree they 
distribute "Son" as a "shagun" among elder men standing on the 
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way. All the elder relatives wish success in the life of newly 
married couples and give them blessings. They too distribute 
"Son" as "shagun" among people of the area. Besides this, the 
geets sung by the Bundelkhandi women reflect happiness of rainy 
season and desire to work: 
*Tr^ ' TTT^^ f^TPR^^ cTRf -^Wi^ 3^T ' ^ ' ^ ^ ^ T I I 
t x F f t T t t ^ T ^ * r ^ 3^TT^  T f t t ;3T7TcT f^^FTR I I 
^rra-^ ^ F T ^ "^isft ernt ^rr^' ^ F T ^ ^ftT i 
f c r f t ^ ^ F T ^ ^srW^ eTFt WT^ ^ ^ xf^T ^ ^ T I I . 
#cT f^^?rr CUT cfteTT s - f t f t ^ eTF^ "^311 ^ 3 T f t •qT^ I 
ETT ^ ^ ^ r r ^ i f t t ' TTTT ^ ' ^ 3 ^ •Grnof *r^"xrr ^ ^ i i 
WW T% ' ^ ^ ^ f^TJ WtTT I 
^ eHT ^ s r r ^ ' c=nff "q t^ i i 
The newly married girls take widai from their parents and 
thus their play with dolls remained there in parental house and 
thus take leave from their parents. In reaching there in her 
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husband's house they think about their future kids and lookafter 
other relatives. This is clear from following stanza: 
TFT ^ crtTR"^ F f f ^ ^ t ?^frcn •^ ^ ^ ^ • ^ I 
Thus the people of Bundelkhand enjoy this festival of 
"Akhti" with full gaity and glamour. Every section of the society 
celebrate this because it is related to their profession and work. So 
this is a very popular social festival of Bundelkhand. Now in urban 
areas it is loosing its glamour but in rural areas it is still popular. 
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Appendix 1 
THE ORIGIN OF THE WORD BUNDBLA EXPLAINED 
According to Chhatra Prakash when the brothers of Pancham 
ousted him from the throne, he visited the shrine of 
Vjndhyavasini Devi, situated live miles west of Mirzapur and 
devoted himself to roost severe ascetecism. After seven days, 
he \decided to offer his own head to the Deity. But before the 
consummation of sacrifice, it is said, the Deity appeared, held 
his hand and promised a kingdom to him. However, a drop 
of blood had oozed out of the wpund that Pancham had inflicted 
upon his head and it was from the.drop or'Bund'that the 
descendents of Pancham acquired the name of Bundela.^  
According to another account of Orchha Gazetteer, Pancham 
made five offerings of human heads at the shrine of the Deity 
and then added 'Vindhyela' to his name because the shrine was 
situated in the Vindhya ranges. This Vindhyela was later cor-
rupted into Bundela.' 
Elliot gives credence to the account of the origin of^he 
Bundelas, as given by th? author of Hadiqat-ul-Akalim accord-
ing to which the ancestor of the Bundelas was an of&pring of 
Bandi (slave-girl) by a Gaharwar named Hardeo.* Dr Sroith 
though not witling to accept the version of Hadiqat-ul-Akalim 
suggests the possibility of "a marriage between the daughter of 
the Khangar Raja of Garh Kurar and the Gaharwar adventurer 
who supplanted him" and thinks that Bundelas owed their 
origin to this union.* But this does not in itself explain the 
» Ch, P . pp. 6-8; J.A.S.B.. 1902, p. 104. 
s Orchha Gaz., p. 12. 
s Hadiqat-ul-Akalim, p. 167 as cited in L.M. II, p. 218 and Beams Elliot, 
I, p. 45. 
« J.A.S.B.. 1881, pp. 44-46. 
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origin of the word Bundela. 
AccoTding to Tod, out Jassonda Gahavwat of Kasi pcTfoiDocd 
"some grand sacrificial rites" at Vindhyavasini and "gave the 
title of Bundela to his issue."' 
Then in Maasir-ulUmra also it has been definitely stated 
that one ancestor of Bundelas, named Kashiraj, was a devotee 
of Vindhyavasini and, therefore, he was called the Bundela.' 
To sum up, it seems that the name Bundela originated from 
the word Vindhyela which in its turn was derived from the 
Vindhyas, the famous mountain ranges which traverse this region. 
It also seems highly probable that Pancham who was once 
deprived of the kingdom of his father, felt its restoration to be 
the boon of hi. deity (Vindhyavasini) and out of sheer gratitude, 
assumed ihe name of Vindhyela which later contracted into 
Bundela. It may also be suggested that Pancham might have 
brought under bis control the region round Mirzapur where the 
shrine of Vindhyavasini is situated and which could be the 
additional reason for the assumption of the name of Vindhyela. 
Here, it may be interesting to note that the name of one 
ancestor of Pancham was Vindhyraj^ which also lends support 
to the probable derivation of the word Bundela • from the 
Vindhyas. 
» Tod, Vol. I, p. 116. 
« M.U. II., p. 317; also vide Nag. Pracli. Patrika, Vol. Ill, pp. 416-21 
' Ch. P., p. 4. 
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TsANSi^AXioK of a WAJIB-COI.>T7BZ presented oa the part of the BAJAH of JKXSSIV, 18th 
Norember 1803. 
Senrao Bhao, Chief of Jhansie and other places^  submits the following 
requests m separate Articles^ and hopes that they may be granted by the 
British Government:— 
1*A—The degree of rank and respectability which I hare hitherto enjoyed 
under His Highness the Peishwa shall be continned and increased nnder the 
British Government. 
2nd.—The country and forts which at present hold under the authority of 
His Highness the Feishwa shall remain in my possession, and the revenue 
which I have hitherto paid to the Peishwa shall hereafter be paid into the 
Company's treasury. 
Srd.-^As the English are now employed in the conquest of the territories 
and forts of Dowlat Rao Sciadia and Holkar, let a battalion or two with an 
OfScer of rank be sent here, and I shall join and assist them in conquering the 
countries which are adjacent to my own. 
4stL-^li the Honorable Company be desirous of possessing my country 
and fort, they are masters and every way powerful, and I am ready to submit; 
but as the British Nation and His Highnei^ the Peishwa are at peace, and as 
a Treaty exists between them, let an order of His Highness be produced, that 
I may perform the duty of allegiance in obeying that order. 
5ik—'I£ the Feishwa at any future period make over my country to the 
Company, and it becomes a part of the British possessions, let a Jaidad be 
assigned to me for the support of my cavalry and iiifantry, and for the main-
tenance of myself and &mily in perpetuity. 
6/A.—As the Rajahs of Candahar, Dutteea, Chundery and other Chiefs in 
the neighbourhood are ready to submit to and become the servants of the 
British Government, let the possessions of these Chiefs be guaranteed, and the 
revenue which they have paid to the Peishwa shdl be paid into the British 
treasury. 
TiH.—Let every arrangement with me be concluded through the medium 
of Rajah Himmut Babadoor. 
Signed and sealed under the authority of Seurao £hao by hi* vakeel Izzul 
Khan. 
No. LXVIII. 
TBBATT with Bow KAMCHUWD, the Minor Soubahdar of JHANsis. 
Whereas a Treaty of defensive alliance was concluded between the British 
Government and the late Sheo Row Bhow, Soubahdar of Jhaasie, under date 
the 6th of February 1804, or 10th of Pha^ o^on Boodee 1860 Sumbut, when the 
said Soubahdar was in the condition of a tnbutary to His Highness the Feishwa ; 
and Whereas the whole of the rights of His Highness the Peishwa over the 
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principality of Jhansie have since that period been transferred to the British 
Government, in virtue of a Treaty concluded between that Government and the 
Peishwa, under date the 18th of June 1817, corresponding with the 14ith Assar 
1874 Sumbut, and in consequence of that transfer the relations established by 
the former Treaty between the British Government and Jhansie have become 
virtually extinct; and "Whereas the British Government, in consideration of 
the very respectable character borne by the late Soubahda^ Sheo Row Bhow 
and his uniform and faithful attachment to the British Govenunent, and in 
deference to his wish expressed before his death that the principality of Jhansie 
might be confirmed in perpetuity to his grandson Bow Eamchund Row, to be 
conducted during the minority of the said Row Ramchund Row by Row 
Gopaul Row Bhow, manager nominated by the late Bhow and confirmed by 
the British Government: On these considerations and in the confident reliance 
of the continuance of the same friendly disposition on the part of the Govern-
ment of Jhansie and of its strict adherence to the engagements comprised in 
this Treaty, the British Goverament has consented on certain conditions, to con-
stitute Bow Ramchund the hereditary Chief of the lands actually held by the 
late Row Sheo Bhow at the commencement of the British Government in 
Bundelcnnd and now possessed by the Government of Jhansie. The following 
Articles have accordingly been concluded between the British Government 
and Row Ramchund Row, under the direction and with the concurrence of 
his said manager Gopaul Row Bhow. 
AETICLE I. 
The Treaty concluded between the British Government and the late Sheo 
Row Bhow, under date the 6th of February 1804, or 10th of Phagoon Boodee 
1860 Sumbut, is hereby confirmed, excepting such parts of it as are altered or 
rescinded by the provisions of this Treaty. 
ARTICLE II . 
The British Government, with a view to confirm the fidelity and attach-
ment of the Government of Jhansie, consents to acknowledgpe and hereby 
constitutes Row Ramchund, his heirs and successors, hereditary rulers of the 
territory enjoyed by the late Row Sheo Bhow at the period of the commence-
ment or the British Government, and now in the possession of Row Ram-
chund, excepting the Pergunnah of Mote, which being held by the Jhansie 
Government in mortgage from Rajah Bahadur will continue on its present 
footing until a settlement of the mortgage takes place between the parties. 
The British Government further engages to protect the aforesaid territory of 
Row Ramchund from the aggression of foreign powers. 
ARTICLE I I I . 
The British Government having by the terms of the foregoing Article 
engaged to protect the principality of Jhansie from the aggressions of foreign 
powers, it is hereby agreed between the contracting parties that whenever the 
Government of Jhansie shall have reason to apprehend a design on the part 
of any foreign power to invade its territories, whether in consequence of anv 
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disputes, claim, ot on any other ground, it shall report the circumstances o£ 
the case to the British G-ovemment, which will interpose its mediation for the 
adjustment o£ such disputed claim; and the Jhansie Government, relying on 
the justice and equity of the British Government, agrees implicitly to abide 
by its award. If the apprehended aggressions shall be referable to any other 
cause, the British Government will endeavor by representations and remon-
strance to avert the design, and if, notwithstanding the Soubahdar's acqui-
escence in the award of the British Government, the other power shall 
persist in its hostile designs, and the endeavors of the British Government 
should fail of success, such measures will be adopted for the protection of the 
Soubahdar's territories, as the circumstances of the case may appear to require. 
ABTICLE IV. 
In consideration of the guarantee and protection afforded by the two 
foregoing Articles to Row Ramchund, the Chief of Jhansie, that Chief hereby 
binds himself to employ his troops, at his own expense, whenever required to 
do so, in co-operation with those of the British Government, on all occasions 
in which the interests of the two Governments may be mutually concerned. 
On all such occasions the Jhansie troops shall act under the orders and control 
of the Commanding Officer of the British troops. 
ASTICLB V. 
B,ow Uamchund hereby agrees to submit to the arbitration of the British 
Government all bis disputes with other States, and implicitly to abide by its 
award. 
ABTICLE VI, 
Bow Ramchund engages at all times to employ his utmost exertions in 
defending the roads and passes of his country against any enemies or predatory 
bodies who may attempt to penetrate through it into the territories of the 
Honorable Company, 
AETICLB VII . 
"Whenever the British Government may have occasion to send its troops 
through the dominions of Row Ramchund, or to station a British force within 
his territories, it shall be competent to the British Government so to detach 
or station its troops, and Row Ramchund shall give his consent accordingly. 
The Commander of the British troops which may thus eventually pass 
through or permanently occupy a position within the Jhansie territories, shall 
not in any manner interfere in the internal concerns of the Jhansie Govern-
ment. Whatever materials or supplies may be required for the use of the 
British troops during their continuance in the Jhansie territories, shall be 
readily furnished by Row Ramchund's Officers and subjects, and shall be paid 
for at the price current of the bazar. 
AUTICLE V I I I . 
Row Ramchund hereby binds himself to maintain no correspondence with 
foreign States without the privity and consent of the British Government. 
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ARTICLE IX. 
Row Ramchtind engages to give no Mylum to criminals, nor to 
defaulters of the British G-overnment who may abscond and take refuge 
within his territories J and should the Officers of the British Government be 
sent in pursuit of such criminals and defaulters, Bow Bamchund further 
engages to afford such Officers every assistance in his power in apprehending 
them. 
ARTICLE X. 
This Treaty, consisting of ten Articles, having this day been concluded 
between the British Goverameat and Row Ramchund, through the Agency of 
John Wauchope, Esquire, in virtiie of powers delegated to him by the Most 
Noble the Governor-General on the one part, and Nana Bulwunt Row, the 
vakeel, on the other, Mr. Wauchope and the said vakeel have stgned'and 
sealed two copies of the Treaty in English, Persian, and Hindee, one of 
which, after being ratified by the seal and signature of the Most Noble the 
Marquis of Hastingar, Governor-General, will be returned to the said vakeel, 
and the said vakeel, having obtained the ratification of the Soubahdar to the 
other copy, engages to deliver it within the same time to Mr. "Wauchope, 
Signed, sealed and exchanged at Pepree on iAe SevenieeniA day of November 
1817, corresponding with the Twenty-fourth Kartick 1874 Sumbut, and Seventh of 
Mohorum 1233 Hijree. 
(Sd.) J. "WAtrcHOPE, 
Superintendwit, Political Affairs. Seal. 
This Treaty was ratified by His Excellency the Governor-General in 
camp at Pepree, on the eighteenth day of November one thousand eight 
hundred and seventeen. 
(Sd.) GEOEGB SWINTON, 
Persian Secretary to Government. 
No. LXIX. 
TBAjfSLiTioif of ABTICLBS of the new EWSAOBKBITT entered into with BAJAH GuNOi.-
DHUB RA.0, CHIBP of JHASSIB, and signed and sealed by him on the 27th of 
December 1842. 
• ^ * 1 ' ~ ^ ^ * ^ *^ ^ *^ ® ^^* January 1848, or as soon after as possible, the 
State of Jhansie shall be made over to him, Gnngadhur Rao, with the excep-
tion of the undermentioned lands, which are to. be assigned to the British 
Government for the payment of half the costs of the Bundelcund Legion • 
f !? , fX T ^ ^ ^^J^"" 7^^ ^ '^^'^* ^899, at 2,55,891 Jhansie R u p 4 , or 3,27,458 Company^s Rupees. 
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Lands to be ceded hy Jhansiefor the payment of the Legion, 
No. Najues. 
Dubooa and Talgow 
Gnrwae 
Erich 
Sersa Oodasa 
Poo&ch Pahargow 
Bnznonooa 
Bngejra 
Qhsratah 
Jhansie Bupees 
Deduct 12-8 per cent. 
or Company's Rupees 
Sumbut 1899. 
1,46.060 
18.131 
7,148 
10.402 
12,854 
14,443 
19,021 
28,332 
2,55,891 
28,433 
2,27,468 
1900. 
1,50,416 
19,206 
7.512 
10,402 
12,827 
16,462 
19,821 
30,345 
2,60,789 
1901. 
1,53,454 
20.056 
9.972 
10,402 
12.903 
l«..->6 
80,633 
Sl,804 
2,75,480 
%nd.—The Chief is to fulfil all the engagements which have been entered 
iuto mth the landholders for the remaining three years of the quinquennial 
settlement^ and to submit all references arising out of this subject to the 
decision of the Agent Governor-General in Bundelcund, or any Officer who 
may be appointed for the purpose by Government. 
Zrd.—That the prisoners confined in the Jhansie Jail under sentence of 
imprisonment are not to be released till the periods of their sentence expire 
without consulting the Agent of the Governor-General in Bundelcund. 
Uh.—That all pensioners of the Jhansie State whose claims have been 
already decided by the Officers of our Government, and all creditors of that 
State whose claims have been decided by the Officers of our Government in 
concert with the Chief of Jhansie, be punctually paid by instalments. All 
those who receive grants of land, paymenbi from the treasury, or assignments 
upon the customs for services to be performed, are to enjoy the same only 
upon condition of performing the duties for which tbey have been assigned ; 
and the Chief to be left sole judge in their cases. 
It is understood that the Chief will pay all just debts and claims to pen-
sions which have not yet been adjusted by the Officers of our Government; 
but our Government is not to interfere. 
5<A.—-That the Chief shall pay to every public Officer who has served us 
in the administration of the Jhansie Government for a period of three years, 
and whose services he now dispenses with, a donation of six months' salary' 
provided they do not find employment in Jalone or the ceded lands. 
6if<4.—That the Chief pay of the debt to the British Government by 
annual instalments of not less than fifty thousand Rupees. 
7th.—That the Bundelcund Legion be kept permanently to at least its 
present strength for the protection of the Jhansie and Jalone districts, but the 
distribution of this force is to rest with the Officer Commanding, or the 
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representative of our Goyemment in Bundelcund. The Officer Commanding 
the Legion is to comply with the requisitions of the Eajah for the aid of troops 
whenever he thinks them proper, without reference to such representative; but 
should he at any time not deem it proper to comply with such requisitions, he 
will state the circumstanoes of the call for aid, and his reasons for not comply-
ing with it, to the representative of the Government, and suspend compliance 
till his ordere are received, 
^ti. ^That the Chief will assign lands for » military cantonment in any 
part of his territories which tiie Government may select for the ^ p o s e ; but 
the Officer Commanding the troops in such cantoimients is not to interfere with 
the civil administration of the Government, or permit the taroop* to oppress 
the subjects of the Jhansie State. What supplies for the use of J;he troops may 
be tequixed from the country around are to he procured through the Officers 
of the Jhansie Government, and paid for at the current prices of thu lay. 
The Articles of former Treaties between the Jhansie Chiefs and the 
British Government are to remain still in force; and all the salutes heretofore 
gfiven to those Chiefs and courtesies of reception which are the same as those 
given to the Chiefs of Orcha, Duttia, and Sumptur, to be continued. 
Signed and sealed by the Rajah of Jhansie, Gunffadhur Bao, on the %lth 
of December 1842. 
(Sd.) W. H. SLEBMAU, 
Agent, Governor-General. 
Approved by Governor-General on 20th January 1843. 
No. LXX. 
TBAKSLATIOK of a SUNNCD granted to RA.;AH KISSBBT SING, the 'RjukH of JBTTPOBB, 
dated 20th September 1812. 
Be it known to the Chowdries, Canoongoes, and Zemindars of the Per. 
gunnahs of Punwarree and Powey, &c., in the province of Bundelcund 
Whereas the Rajah BZissery, the Rajah of Jeytpore, one of the ancient and 
respectable Chiefe of the province, and a hereditary descendant of the Rajah 
Juggat Raje, previously to this period, having submitted himself to the autho-
rity and entered into engagements, and obli^tions of obedience, loyalty, and 
submission to the British Government, and dehvered in an ikramamah, or written 
engagement, to the above effect, consisting of eight Articles, the said Rajah 
received from the British Government fifty-two villages in the Pergunnah of 
Punwarree, rent-free, and ever since has remained faithful in his obeSence and 
loyalty; Wherefore, on the 15th of July 1809 A.D., the said Rajah received 
from the British Government in gift, certain villages in the Pergunnah of 
Powey, and on the 12th September in the above year, he, the said Rajah, also 
received in free gift certain diamond mines in consideration of his sitimtion 
and claims to the favor of the British Government. Now the said Rajah 
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